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PEEFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION. 



The substance of the following Essay I delivered, 
as Select Preacher, before the University of 
Cambridge. As the sermon-form, however, was 
not necessary to the argument, and as many 
persons on principle avoid reading sermons, it 
appeared advisable to publish it in its present 
shape. 

I should like to take this opportunity of say- 
ing that for the author of ' Ecce Homo ' I shall 
always feel the deepest reverence and gratitude. 
I am not, of course, bliud to the literary charm 
and other excellencies of ' Natural Eeligion.' 
But in spite of its fascination, it appears to me 
exceedingly faulty in argument, and to some 
extent even pernicious in tendency. Pernicious 
for this reason : let us once be persuaded that 
the negative theories of modern science are com- 
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patible with religion, and we lose the strongest 
motive for that re-examination of the grounds 
on which the theories rest, which is the crying 
want of the present day. Whereas, on the con- 
trary, if it be seen that these negative views 
divest the universe of all beauty, and make wor- 
ship in this life and hope for the next utterly 
impossible, there will be less danger of their 
being accepted with undue haste and on insuf- 
ficient evidence. 

I should also like to take this opportunity of 
saying I cannot but feel very strongly that much 
time and scholarship and ability are being at 
present wasted by theologians. Work which is 
useful enough in one age becomes often perfectly 
futile in the next. Modern science conceives 
that it has disproved the existence of the soul 
and of the Deity. Now nothing can show that 
a Being, whom there is no reason to suppose 
existent (viz., God), has done anything to reveal 
Himself to another being, whom there is every 
reason to suppose non-existent (viz., the human 
soul). Of what use, then, to those who are 
imbued with the new ideas — and the number of 
such persons is increasing with tremendous 
rapidity — are treatises on the authorship of the 
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Fourth Gospel, or on the credibility of miracles, 
or on minute points of Biblical exegesis ? Those 
who wish to do anything for the continuance of 
religion upon earth, should devote the best of 
their energies to the task of proving that our 
common experience, if we look deeply enough 
into it, contains supersensible, and therefore 
supernatural, elements — elements which may 
form a rational basis for a rational theology. 

A. W. M. 

King's College, London. 
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THE BASIS OF EELIGION. 



INTEODUCTION. 

The author of ' Ecce Homo ' has been called, and 
I think justly, the interpreter of the age to itself. 
His writings, those at least which come from him 
in his prophetic or religious character, possess a 
peculiar solemnity and importance. No book, I 
believe, ever did so much as ' Ecce Homo ' to 
broaden and deepen men's views of Christianity. 
A certain philanthropic, but uncritical, earl de- 
clared it at the time to be the vilest book ever 
vomited from the jaws of hell. It would be 
nearer the mark to call it the noblest book ever 
issued from the precincts of heaven. Thousands 
of men and women in the present day, I ima- 
gine, understand the Saviour better and love 
Him more because of what that book has taught 
them. The representation it offers of the life 
and work of Christ satisfies at once their reason 
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and their heart. It seems the very view towards 
which they had been unconsciously groping. 

In ' Ecce Homo' the writer discussed Christian- 
ity mainly as it bore upon the present life. But 
he promised a second part, in which he would 
deal with it in its bearing upon a future state. 
Seventeen years passed by, however, and the 
second part was not forthcoming ; when, just as 
we had begun to think he had withdrawn him- 
self for ever from the region of theology, this 
new book was announced. One could guess 
from the title that this was not the promised 
second part of ' Ecce Homo,' but one could not 
guess the precise object of the writer; and a 
great many persons seem to have been unable to 
divine his purpose even from a perusal of the 
book itself. Some of the reviewers gave us to 
understand that the author of ' Ecce Homo ' had 
completely changed his views, that he had adopted 
the extremest scepticism of modern science, and 
that his last work was intended to justify his 
conversion to the ranks of materialism. And 
yet the following sentence occurs near the be- 
ginning of the first chapter : — 

" Let us put religion by the side of science in its latest 
most aggressive form, witli tlie view not of trying the 
question between them, but simply of measuring how 
much ground is common to both." 

Since, however, this explicit statement had 
been misunderstood, the author wrote a short 
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preface to the second edition, in whicli he 
explained himself more fully as follows: — 

" If it distresses any one to think that I personally aban- 
don all that the extreme school call in question, certainly 
he may console himself. ... In general the negative 
view is regarded in this book no otherwise than as I find 
it to be regarded by most of those to whom the book is 
principally addressed — viz., as a fashionable view difficult 
for the moment to resist, because it seems favoured by 
great authorities, a view therefore concerning which, how- 
ever unwillingly, we cannot help asking ourselves the 
question, What if it should turn out to be true ? But if I 
were asked what I myself think of it, I should remark, 
that it is not the greatest scientific authorities who are so 
confident in negation, but rather the inferior men, who 
echo their opinions but who live themselves in the atmo- 
sphere not of science but of party controversy. . . . 

" I find, however, that some readers have held that I 
must be taken to admit whatever in this book I do not 
undertake to refute, and have drawn the conclusion that 
I consciously reject Christianity ! Others have understood 
me to confess that on the questions at issue between reli- 
gion and science I have nothing to say, a confession which 
I never meant to make. ... I have always felt, and 
feel now as much as ever, that my views are Christian. I 
am surprised that any one can question it." 

So much for our author's personal opinions. 
The real gist of his last book is this — It is 
engaged with the attempt to answer two ques- 
tions : (1) Are the negative views of modern 
science compatible with any kind of religion ? 
and (2) if so, what are the characteristics of that 
religion ? 
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A large number of eminent modern scientists 
reject, as every one knows, supernaturalism in 
all senses of the word. They not merely disbe- 
lieve in miracles, but they deny, or at any rate 
they say there is no reason for affirming, either 
the existence of God or the immortality of the 
soul. In fact, they maintain that the only soul 
we can know anything about is a soul indistin- 
guishable and inseparable from brain. The word 
immortality is sufficient to sum up the differences 
between Christianity and this kind of negative 
science. The soul cannot be immortal if it be 
identical with a brain that is mortal : and again, 
if there be no immortality there is no God ; for 
the present world regarded as a system complete 
in itself is cruel and unjust. Conversely, if the 
soul be immortal, it must be a spiritual some- 
thing separable from brain ; and the discovery of 
such a non-material principle within ourselves is 
the first step towards the discovery of a God in 
Nature. So that, as I said, the word immortality 
may be taken as summing up the points at issue. 
The Christian believes in immortality ; the 
modern negative scientist does not. In spite of 
this discrepancy, however, our author proposes 
to inquire whether there are not beliefs common 
to the two classes which can be properly called 
religious. 

" It would certainly be hard enough to show that the 
present strife between Christianity and science is one in 
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whicli insignificant differences are magnified by the ima- 
gination of the combatants. The question is nothing less 
than this, whether we are to regard the grave with assured 
hope, and the ties between human beings as indissoluble 
by death ; or, on the other hand, to dismiss the hope of a 
future life as too doubtful to be worth considering, even if 
not absolutely chimerical. No reasoning can make such a 
difference into a small one. But even where the differ- 
ences are so great, it may still be worth while to call 
attention to the points of agreement. If there is some 
truth, however small, upon which all can agree, then there 
is some action upon which all can unite ; and who can tell 
how much may be done by anything so rare as absolute 
unanimity ? Moreover, if we look below the surface of con- 
troversy, we shall commonly find more agreement and less 
disagreement than we had expected. Agreement is slow of 
speech and attracts little notice, disagreement has always 
plenty to say for itself. Agreement utters chiefly platitudes 
and truisms. And yet, though platitudes and truisms do 
not work up into interesting books, if our object is to ac- 
complish something for human life, we shall scarcely find 
any truth serviceable that has not been rubbed into a tru- 
ism, and scarcely any maxim that has not been worn into a 
platitude. Let the attempt then be made for once to apply 
this principle in the greatest and most radical of all contro- 
versies." ^ 

In other words, let us inquire if there be such a 
thing as a purely natural religion, — a religion 
that does not involve any admixture of super- 
natural elements. 

Now it is a very suggestive fact that this work 
upon ' Natural Eeligion ' should have taken the 
place of ' Ecce Homo.' The " interpreter of the 
ip. 4. 
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age to itself," instead of writing, as he had pro- 
mised, about the bearing of Christian theology 
on a future state, discusses the characteristics of 
a religion in which a future state is ignored. 
The growing prevalence of the negative views 
must have pressed very heavily on his heart. It 
has turned his thoughts — not his opinions, he 
distinctly tells us it has not changed them — but 
it has turned his thoughts into a totally new and 
unexpected channel. And there can be no doubt 
that the materialistic views are spreading far and 
fast. The few who take the lead in science, it 
is true, have not adopted them. Some years ago 
Mr Proude made the assertion that the foremost 
scientists had gone over in a body to the ma- 
terialistic camp. But this was conclusively 
answered by Professor Tait, who mentioned the 
names of Brewster, Faraday, Forbes, Graham, 
Eowan, Hamilton, Herschel, Talbot — belonging 
to the immediate past; and Andrews, Joule, 
Clerk Maxwell, Balfour - Stewart, Stokes, and 
WiUiam Thomson — who were all at that time 
alive. " Surely," says Professor Tait, " there are 
no truly scientific thinkers in Britain more ad- 
vanced than these ; and each and all of them, 
when opportunity presented itself, have spoken 
in a sense altogether different from that implied 
by Mr Proude." The fact is, Mr Proude was 
probably thinking of men like the late Professor 
Clifford, Huxley, Bain, Herbert Spencer, Frederic 
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Harrison, or John Morley. These are the men 
who instruct the masses. Owing to their popular 
style of writing or of lecturing, they enjoy a 
more extensive influence than others who lank 
higher as original investigators. 

l^ow these men, though differing from one 
another in some important respects, are all more 
or less the apostles of negation. The late 
editor of the ' Fortnightly ' feels certain that 
there is not, and cannot be, a God — so cer- 
tain that he always writes the word with a 
little "g." Cliflford, too, used to say he felt 
convinced, that if there were a God, the divine 
brain must long ago have been discovered in the 
course of our physical researches. Huxley and 
Spencer, on the other hand, so far from being 
dogmatic atheists, would be rather, according 
to our author, devout and eminent theists. 
They often speak eloquently of the great Power 
which is not ours, and they write it with a capital 
" P." Herbert Spencer, in his ' First Principles,' 
tries, like the author of the book we are examin- 
ing, to bridge over the gulf between Eeligion and 
Science, and attempts to prove the existence of 
some Infinite Being, for whom he coins the name 
" Unknowable." Again, the popular writers and 
speakers, who, as I said, are the real teachers of 
the people, are not all professed materialists ; 
indeed many of them would feel as much offended 
at being so called as they would at being desig- 
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nated spiritualists. But they all agree in two 
points — viz., in the denial of the soul and of 
God, in the common acceptation of those terms. 
They all agree in regarding consciousness as a 
mere function of brain. They all refuse to admit 
that our mental experience requires any non- 
material principle, such as we understand by the 
term soul or spirit.'' They would all subscribe 
the dictum of Professor Bain, — "the ego is a 
pure fiction coined from nonentity." In the 
opinion of all of them, therefore, immortality 
must be impossible; for if the soul be a pure 
fiction, a mere figment of the brain, it must dis- 
solve with the brain's dissolution. These writers, 
therefore, are all at one in the denial of a sep- 
arable soul. And secondly, we find the same 
unanimity among them in regard to the Christian 
conception of God. They all agree that the ap- 
pearances of design in Nature do not imply any 
designing mind, but that they are sufficiently 
accounted for by the atomic theory and by 
natural selection. Further, they maintain that 
since consciousness, personality, and benevolence 
are always in our experience connected with a 
nervous system, it is nothing less than gross 

1 In the 'First Principles,' Herbert Spencer might appear 
vaguely to admit some such entity, but in the ' Psychology ' it 
is dogmatically denied. His curious and vacillating teaching, 
in regard to the finite and infinite ego, I have examined in 
' Belief in God, ' chap. iii. 
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anthropomorpliism to attribute any such charac- 
teristics to the Power which is not ours. If 
we must call it God, we should remember it is 
an Unknown God. There is one thing, and one 
alone, which we can discover about it — viz., that 
it is infinitely stronger than ourselves. 

These are the opinions which, by means of 
reviews, pamphlets, text -books, and popular 
treatises, are being disseminated throughout the 
length and breadth of the land. They are becom- 
ing every day more popular, both among men of 
the highest culture at the universities, and also 
among men of no culture, such as your agnostic 
shoemakers and weavers. The other day we 
were informed in the newspapers that Mr Herbert 
Spencerwas entertained at a banquet in 'Sew York. 
" There were over a hundred gentlemen present, 
comprising presidents of colleges, scientific men, 
authors, clergymen, and journalists of note." In 
the toast of the evening it was said to Mr 
Spencer, " We recognise in your knowledge, 
greater comprehensiveness than in any other 
living man, or than has been presented by any 
one in our generation." There are hundreds and 
thousands in Great Britain to-day who would say 
the same. And the spread of agnostic philo- 
sophy, during the last fifty years, has been (to 
say the least) not less rapid on the Continent 
than in English-speaking countries. An enor- 
mous influence has been exercised by De Tracy, 
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Volney, Garat, Fourier, and Emile de Girardin, 
in France; and by Moleschott, Vogt, Biichner, 
and Haeckel in Germany. 

The purpose of our author, then, in ' Natural 
Eeligion,' would appear to be a highly laudable 
purpose. Since the negative views are spreading 
so quickly, and seem likely before long to be 
very generally adopted, it would, of course, con- 
sole us to find that even then things would not 
be so very bad — that even then men would still 
have a religion and a God. This is the task 
which our author has set himself. And if suc- 
cessfully accomplished, besides being a source of 
consolation, it might have been eminently ser- 
viceable in another and more important way. 
At present Christianity and science are regarded, 
by the majority of partisans on both sides, as 
absolutely antagonistic. And since science seems 
to be steadily gaining adherents and becoming 
stronger, and Christianity to be steadily losing ad- 
herents and becoming weaker, before long, it may 
be, science will assert itself, and make a clean 
sweep of Christianity, and indeed of all religion. 
Such a revolution, as our author justly observes, 
would endanger the very foundations of society. 
Instead, therefore, of this fierce conflict between 
religionists and scientists, there should be, he 
says, a grand coalition of all who are serious on 
both sides.^ 

1 P. 232. 
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" Among men wlio profess alike to be materialists one 
is found excommunicating the other, shrinking from him 
with the horror of a Pharisee for a publican, and even 
pitying him with the pity of an apostle for a heathen. 
These feelings not only appear to have the nature of re- 
ligion, but they are in no degree weak or faint. On the 
contrary they are fresh, and easily become violent. They 
by no means appear to be the mere survival of an extinct 
system of religion, but seem rather capable of becoming 
the germ of a new system." ^ 

The scientists and the Christians who possess 
this spirit of earnestness should unite in a eom- 
mon crusade against their common enemies — 
against those, viz., who are destitute of earnest- 
ness ; or, in other words, they should all com- 
bine to oppose what may be variously expressed 
as worldliness, secularity, conventionalism, Phil- 
istinism, stupidity, or selfishness. If the most 
negative of the scientists would only consider, 
they would find, he says, that they were in 
reality religious after all ; that the root of the 
matter was in them ; that though in words they 
refused to recognise a God, they did in fact 
acknowledge one, since they believed, and could 
not but believe, in something — call it nature, 
call it law, call it what you please — in obedience 
to whom alone could be found satisfaction and 
peace. The eternal law of the universe, he im- 
agines, may become the basis of a new religion. 
It should form a bond of union between all ear- 
1 P. 138. 
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nest minds who recognise and obey it. Since 
the scientific conception of law, so far from being 
anti- Christian, is an essential 'part of the Chris- 
tian conception of the Deity, scientists and Chris- 
tians should join hands upon it. Christians, 
instead of anathematising men of science, should 
recognise in them co-worshippers of God. And 
scientists, instead of attempting to destroy Chris- 
tianity and the Church, should adopt the exist- 
ing ecclesiastical organisation, revivify it with 
their own scientific enthusiasm, and use it as an 
instrument for missionary enterprise at home 
and abroad — as an instrument for the steady 
and continual amelioration of the world. 

A brilliant idea ! — and of course it could not 
be by our author otherwise than brilliantly dis- 
cussed. He is so fascinating a writer as to make 
one understand, and almost excuse, the senti- 
ment — " Errare malo cum Platone quam cum istis 
vera sentire." But after all, truth must prevail 
even over eloquence. He has not proved that 
modern negative science involves a religion. It 
never can be proved. In fact it is easy to de- 
monstrate, even on his own showing, that they are 
for ever incompatible. In the next chapter I 
shall attempt to prove the inconceivability of a 
purely natural religion ; and in the two follow- 
ing chapters, to confirm this view by a detailed 
examination of the religion which our author 
believes himself to have constructed. 



CHAPTEE I. 



IMMORTALITY. 



There are two kinds of supernaturalism which 
ought to have been distinguished, but which, as 
a matter of fact, are persistently confused by the 
author of 'Natural Eeligion' : the one is synony- 
mous with miracles ; the other is not. The 
word supernatural means, etymologically, that 
which is beyond nature ; for when it was in- 
vented, men had a notion that the proper dwell- 
ing-place of Deity was somewhere just over the 
firmament, or otherwise beyond the reach of 
mortal ken. The gods were supposed to haunt 

" The lucid interspace of world and world, 
Where pever creeps a cloud, nor moves a wind, 
Nor ever falls the least white star of snow. 
Nor ever lowest roll of thunder moans. 
Nor sound of human sorrow mounts, to mar 
Their sacred everlasting calm." 

But there is, or at any rate there may be, a 
supernatural within nature as well as without. 
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Hercules and Jupiter, e.g., when they came down 
to earth, were thought to be no less super- 
natural than when they remained in Olympus. 
And we may take more modern illustrations. It 
is supernaturalism to believe in fate or destiny as 
an external force, interfering with our volitions, 
preventing us from willing except in certain pre- 
determined ways ; it is also supernaturalism to 
believe in the will itself as an internal force, as 
the faculty of a soul which. is spiritual, divine, 
and immortal. It is supernaturalism to believe 
that God occasionally interferes with the ordinary 
course of Nature ; it is also supernaturalism to 
recognise divine meanings and purposes, in com- 
mon objects and events. There is, then, an 
ordinary and an extraordinary supernaturalism. 
By extraordinary supernaturalism we are to un- 
derstand interferences with, departures from, the 
customary course of things, — or in one word, 
miracles. By ordinary supernaturalism we are 
to understand supersensible, non-material exist- 
ences, manifested through the customary course 
of Nature — viz., a soul within the brain and a 
God within Nature — or in one word, immor- 
tality.^ 

Now it is important to distinguish between 
these two kinds of supernaturalism, for two rea- 

' I pointed out on p. 4 why the word immortality might be 
used as a convenient abbreviation to express the reality of God 
and the soul. 
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sons. First of all, it is possible to believe in 
either without believing in both. The Jews ima- 
gined that God was constantly interfering with 
the course of Nature ; but as a rule, they had no 
faith whatever in a future state. Whereas in 
modern times, many persons who feel perfectly 
convinced of their own immortality, would be 
utterly incredulous in regard to the best-authen- 
ticated miracle. Should it be said that immor- 
tality is as great a miracle as anything else, I 
reply — Not so. Miracles are a departure from 
the ordinary course of Nature ; immortality is a 
continuance of it. If there be a soul,^ it is 
something distinct from brain. That is what soul 
means. And as the brain and the soul are dis- 
tinct existences during life, there is no violation 
of law if they remain distinct existences after 
death. So that it is possible to believe in im- 
mortality, and at the same time to believe in the 
absolute unchangeableness of the ordinary course 
of Nature. 

But secondly, it is important to distinguish 
between the two kinds of supernaturalism, be- 
cause, though religion is conceivable without the 
one, it is not, as I shall endeavour to show, con- 
ceivable without the other. Miracles form no 
part of the essence, of religion. God might have 
existed, and been recognised as existing, even 

1 Some of the reasons which necessitate a helief in a soul or 
ego, the reader will find on my Essay on Personality. 
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though He had never once interfered with the 
customary order of events. In Mohammedanism, 
as our author justly points out, we have an ex- 
ample of a religion which exercised a wide, and 
in many respects a good, influence, without re- 
lying at all upon the evidence of miracles. Even 
in Christianity they are at any rate of very 
secondary importance. 

" Let us imagine," says our author, " all miracles ex- 
ploded, and the word ' miracle ' itself, except in the sense 
of a phenomenon as yet unexplained, dismissed to the 
vocabulary of poetry. Would the word ' miracle,' thus 
passing out of serious use, carry with it the word ' God ' ? 

" Who does not call to mind those passages in the New 
Testament in which — so strangely to those whose faith 
rests on Paley's Evidences — the demand for miracles is 
treated with contempt? Such passages show that even 
in a scheme of religion in which miracle plays a consider- 
able part, it is not regarded as the only mode of divine 
action, but rather as the sign of some important change in 
the mode of divine action, some new dispensation. They 
show that the great founders of Semitic religion wor- 
shipped rather the God who habitually maintains His laws 
than the God who occasionally suspends them." ' 

True enough ! But the writer seems to ima- 
gine, because miracles are not essential to religion, 
that immortality may be as readily dispensed 
with. This appears to me the fundamental 
mistake of the book. Instead of giving us a 
clear definition as to what he means by super- 
ip. 81. 



Immortality. 1 7 

naturalism, he uses the term vaguely and hesi- 
tatingly — sometimes for miracles, sometimes for 
immortality, sometimes for both. He makes no 
attempt to distinguish between ordinary and ex- 
traordinary supernaturalism, between a super- 
natural without and a supernatural within 
Nature ; between miracles, which are at best 
but the evidence of a religion, and immortality, 
which is, as we shall see, its basis. The two 
subjects cannot properly be discussed together ; 
but our author persists in confusing them. And 
much of the plausibility which his book possesses 
is due to the argumentative advantages arising 
from this ambiguity. For instance, he says : — 

" I maintain that tlie essential nature of religion is popu- 
larly misconceived, and that an accident of it — viz., super- 
naturalism — is mistaken for its essence.^ . . . There is 
no necessary connection between theology and supernat- 
uralism." ^ 

This is true enough, self-evidently true, in re- 
gard to the one kind of supernaturalism ; but it 
is demonstrably false in regard to the other. 
Again, he says : — 

" In the residuum left after the elimination of miracle 
we have . . . something which has all the greatness 
and sublimity of the old religion. Not morality, but 
worship ; . . . a principle of life possessing the whole 
imagination and heart." ^ 

This might be true, if the term miracle were 

1 P. vi, 2d edition. ^ p. 41. « p. 141. 

B 
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used in its strict and definite sense ; but our 
author means it to include immortality; and if 
we eliminate that from the universe, worship, 
as we shall see, becomes an impossibility. 
Once more, he says : — 

" It was honestly believed that supernatural occurrences 
had happened and could be authenticated, and that such 
occurrences were calculated to throw new light upon the 
relation of God to man. If this belief was a delusion, 
theology must learn to confine itself to Nature." "■ 

But, besides supernatural occurrences — viz.. 
miracles — there are, or at any rate conceivably 
may be, supernatural existences — viz., the soul 
and God. In other words, there may be super- 
natural elements withia Nature itself. Were 
miracles for ever disproved, it would not follow 
that there was nothing in the world but matter : 
it would still be possible that if we looked deeply 
enough into Nature, we should find it to be in 
reality supernatural. 

In more than one place, again, our author con- 
fuses immortality with "future punishments mira- 
culously announced." But manifestly it is quite 
possible to believe in a future state, the announce- 
ment of which has not been attended with any 
violation of the course of Nature. Plato was a 
firm believer in immortality, but no one imagines 
that he had received any miraculous intimations 
in regard to it. 

' P. 67. 
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We find the same kind of confusion, too, when 
our author comes to inquire, What is the essen- 
tial meaning of the word " God " ? Is the old 
theological view, he asks, exhaustive or not ? 

" Is it all summed vip in the three propositions that a 
Personal Will is the cause of the universe, that that Will 
is perfectly henevolent, that that Will has sometimes in- 
terfered by miracles with the order of the universe ? " ^ 

Our author fails to perceive that these propo- 
sitions do not stand on the same footing. We 
can conceive of a Deity who never interfered with 
the uniformity of Nature; but we cannot look 
upon any being as God, unless we can regard 
him as possessing benevolence, and so much of 
personality, at least, as benevolence implies. 

Curiously enough this is acknowledged by our 
author in one of those singular contradictions in 
which the book abounds. In comparing the 
growth of the modern spirit to the progress of 
a human being from youth to manhood, he 
says : — 

" Manhood differs from youth, not merely in having 
recovered something which youth had parted with [viz., 
cheerfulness], hut also in having gained something un- 
known both to youth and childhood. Beyond the forms 
of nature and the ideal of moral goodness there remains 
another discovery to be made, the recognition of a Law in 
the universe stronger than ourselves and different from 
ourselves, and refusing to us not only the indulgence of 

' P. 13. 
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our desires, but also, as we learn slowly and with painful 
astonishment, the complete realisation of our ideals. It is 
not in the time when we are forming those ideals that it 
is possible for us to recognise the limitation imposed by- 
Nature upon the fulfilment of them, and yet until we can 
make the recognition we shall be liable to constant mis- 
take and disappointment. The special advantage of man- 
hood over youth lies in this recognition, in the sense of 
reality and limitation. Youth is fantastic and Utopian 
compared to manhood, as it is melancholy compared both 
to manhood and childhood. . . . 

" ' All things are possible to him that believeth,' is a 
glorious formula of philanthropic heroism ; the mistake of 
the Church, as the mistake of young men, is to treat it as 
literally and prosaically true. 

" Another maxim has to be learned in time, that some 
things are impossible, and to master this is to enter upon 
the manhood of the higher life. But it ought not to be 
mastered as a mere depressing negation, but rather as a 
new religion. The law that is independent of us and that 
conditions all our activity is not to be reluctantly acknow- 
ledged, but studied with absorbing delight and awe. 

" This assuredly is the transition which the world is 
now making. It is throwing off at once the melancholy 
and the unmeasured imaginations of youth ; it is recover- 
ing, as manhood does, something of the glee of childhood, 
and adding to that a new sense of reality. Its return to 
childhood is called Benaissance, its acquisition of the sense 
of reality is called Science. We may be glad of both. 

" Nevertheless, the analogy that we have been pursuing 
will suggest to us that the victory of the modern spirit 
would be fatal if pressed too far, as indeed it is essentially 
a melancholy triumph, and that the youth of humanity, 
crushed out too ruthlessly, would have a still more irresist- 
ible Renaissance than its childhood. The sense of reality 
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gives new force when it comes in to correct the vagueness 
of our ideals ; this is manhood ; but when it takes the 
place or destroys the charm of them, this is the feebleness 
of old age. Healthy manhood must continue to savour of 
its youth as of its infancy, to be enthusiastic and tender as 
well as to be buoyant. It must continue to hope much 
and believe much ; we praise caution and coolness in a 
youth, but a few stages on these qualities cease to seem 
admirable, and the man begins to be praised for the oppo- 
site qualities, for ardour, for enthusiasm — in short, for being 
still capable of that of which youth is only too capable. 
But in the individual we regard this persistent vitality as 
only possible for a time. Old age sets in at last, when, if 
enthusiasm still survive, it is not so much a merit as a kind 
of pnodigy. Is Humanity to verify the analogy in this re- 
spect also ? When we have learnt to recognise the limita-. 
tions imposed on us, that we cannot have everything as 
our enthusiasm would make it, and that if our ideals are 
to be realised in any considerable measure it must be by 
taking honest account of the conditions of possibility ; 
when we have gone so far, are we to advance another step 
and confess that the conditions of possibility are so rigor- 
ous that most of our ideals must be given up, and that, in 
fact, humanity has little to hope or to wish for ? It need 
not be so, if, as was said above, the service of Necessity may 
become freedom instead of bondage, if the Power above us 
which so often checks our impatience and pours contempt 
on our enthusiasms can be conceived as not necessarily 
giving less than we hope for because it does not give pre- 
cisely what we hope for, but perhaps even as giving in- 
finitely more. On this hypothesis humanity may preserve 
the vigour of its manhood. Otherwise, if reality, when we 
acquire the power of distinguishing it, turns out not merely 
different from what we expect but much below what we 
expect ; if this universe, so vast and glorious in itself, 
proves in relation to the satisfaction of our desires narrow 
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and ill-furnislied., if it disappoints not only our particular 
wishes but the very faculty of wishing by furnishing no 
sufficient food, then humanity has also its necessary old 
age. And if its old age, then surely that which lies be- 
yond old age. We must not merely give up the immor- 
tality of the individual soul — which some have persuaded 
themselves they can afford to give up — but we must learn 
to think of humanity itself as mortal." We must abandon 
ourselves to pessimism." ' 

According, then, to our author, if we are to 
escape pessimism, if we are to have a religion 
and a God, it is necessary that we regard the 
Power above us as not giving us less than we 
hope for, but rather as giving us infinitely nfore. 
To regard it in this way, I need hardly point out, 
is to regard it as benevolent and personal ; for 
we cannot conceive of an unbenevolent and im- 
personal being thwarting us for a time, in order 
to do in the end " exceeding abundantly above 
all that we can ask or think." And further, 
according to the author, if we are to avoid pes- 
simism, if we are to have a religion and a God, — 
it is necessary that we believe in the ultimate 
realisability of our ideals. Now man finds him- 
self endowed with two ideals, an ideal of happi- 
ness and an ideal of perfection, neither of which 
is ever realised on earth. As to the first — the 
ideal of happiness — some of us may be scarcely 
fair judges. We are apt to exaggerate the pleas- 
antness of existence. "We have been surrounded 

' Pp. 152 ct seq. 
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from our cradles with all the comforts which 
money could procure. We have scarcely had a 
wish that was not gratified. We seldom suffer 
any sort of pain. The prizes of life are, or will 
be, ours. Kindness and affection are unceasingly 
lavished upon us. We are more or less accus- 
tomed to be petted, caressed, and idolised. Yet, 
perchance, even we may be doubtful as to 
whether we can call ourselves happy. At any 
rate our happiness, if happiness it be, is not the 
restful satisfaction of our ideal. And we must 
remember that to immense numbers of our fellow- 
creatures life is infinitely sad. To many it is 
a struggle for bare subsistence ; a struggle mon- 
otonous, uninteresting, disappointing, wearisome. 
There have been, and are, and will be, a vast mul- 
titude to whom the word love is an unmeaning 
term. Does not your heart ache for that vast 
procession of the unloved, whose life-path lies 
through dreary desert wastes, where the flowers 
of affection never bloom ? " Somewhere, some- 
where," as Oliver Wendell Holmes passionately 
remarks, " love is in store for them ; the universe 
must not be allowed to fool them so cruelly." 
Yes ! somewhere there must be compensation for 
the unsatisfied yearnings of earth. If not, 
humanity is a contemptible failure, and its 
Creator is unworthy of the name of God. 

Similarly in regard to our ideal of perfection. 
Some of us, again, may be inclined to underrate 
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the moral difficulties of life. We were carefully 
nurtured in our childhood ; shielded from every- 
thing that could degrade, surrounded with every- 
thing that would ennoble. We have been highly 
educated. All the literature of the world, every 
country of the globe, is within our reach. There 
is no end to the culture which we may easily 
acquire. All our associations are such as tend 
to stimulate the higher faculties, and to develop 
in us an exalted type of manly. Christian char- 
acter. But we must not forget how many there 
are at the other end of the scale, whose sur- 
roundings from the cradle to the grave are so 
filthy and degrading that for them in this life 
moral depravity is an inevitaMe necessity. And 
for the favourably circumstanced, as for the 
unfavourably, perfection is quite unattainable on 
earth. In fact, the more progress we make the 
more conscious we become of our distance from 
the goal. Moreover, in striving for the moral 
welfare of our fellows we are disappointed and 
discouraged, no less than in striving for our own. 
We accomplish little or nothing ; life is so short, 
and the obstacles to be contended with so great. 
You remember the touching soliloquy in Tenny- 
son's " Passing of Arthur " : — 

" O me ! for -why is all around us here 
As if some lesser god had made the world 
And had not force to shape it as he would 1 
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Perchance because we see not to the close. 
For I, being simple, thought to work His will, 
And have but striven with the sword in vain ; 
And all whereon I leaned, in wife and friend, 
Is traitor to my peace, and all my realm 
Reels back into the beast and is no more. 
My God, Thou hast forgotten me in my death ; 
Nay, God my Christ, I pass, but shall not die." 

Yes; he, and such as he, cannot perish. If 
death made an end of them for ever, then, I say 
again, humanity would be a contemptible failure, 
and its Creator would not deserve the name of 
God. If we are to escape pessimism and have 
a religion, it is necessary for us to believe, says 
our author, "that the Power which checks and 
thwarts us intends to give us in the end not less 
than we had hoped for, but rather infinitely 
more." Is it giving us infinitely more, when 
we have such a passionate longing for immortal- 
ity, to answer it by annihilation ? Is it giving 
us infinitely more, when we have yearned and 
struggled for perfectipn, to cut us off before it 
can possibly be achieved ? Is it giving us in- 
finitely more, to turn to destruction the whole 
human race, when so many of them have never 
tasted the cup of happiness, when so many of 
them could not but be vile ? 

If this world be not complete in itself, but 
only a part of a larger system, if this life be 
merely a discipline and preparation for a better, — 
then it is conceivable that misery and inequality 
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may be but the necessary means to an infinitely 
glorious end, and that our light affliction, which 
is but for a moment in comparison with the 
eternity before us, will work out a far more ex- 
ceeding weight of glory than could ever other- 
wise have been ours. But if this world be a 
system complete in itself, if this life is not to be 
followed by another, if hopes are born only to be 
blighted, yearnings roused only to be crushed, 
beings created only to be destroyed, — then the 
Author of Nature is either very wicked or very 
weak. If he had skill he had not love ; if he 
had love he had not skill. Either he does not 
desire the wellbeing of his creatures or he could 
not accomplish it. A being like that, is, of course, 
no object for worship. He deserves only pity or 
execration — ^pity if such a world is the best he 
could make, execration if it is not. God and 
immortality stand or fall together. Those only 
can worship who feel in their heart of hearts, 

" Though Sims stand stilf and time be o'er, 
We are, and shall be, evermore." 
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CHAPTEE II. 

THE NEW GOD. 

Eeligion our author describes as absorbing con- 
templation — some spiritual object more necessary 
than livelihood, more precious than fame.^ 

" Without some ardent condition of the feelings religion 
is not to be conceived, and it has been defined here as 
habitual and regulated admiration ; if the object of such 
admiration be unworthy, we have a religion positively bad 
and false — if it be not the highest object, we have an inade- 
quate religion ; but irreligion consists in the absence of 
such habitual admiration, and in a state of the feelings not 
ardent, but cold and torpid." ^ 

Such a bad or false religion, he admits, is more 
properly called superstition. 

" In comparing religions in order to discover their com- 
mon property, it has always been tacitly assumed that there 
is a species of religion which is noble, and that our concern 
was with this alone. But assuredly there is also a species 
of religion which is bad intrinsically, and yet is of such 

I P. 108. 2 P. 129. 
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common occurrence that it might almost lay claim to 
determine the sense which should be given to the word 
religion. Eeligion has been regarded here as the link of 
feeling which attaches man habitually to something out- 
side himself, and it has been assumed that this feeling is 
always of the nature of admiration and love. But as a 
matter of fact, it is quite as often of the nature of terror. 
If we chose to describe religion as a nightmare eternally 
troubling man's repose, depressing all his powers with 
slavish dread and tempting him to terrible crimes under 
the name of expiations, history would no doubt amply 
bear us out. But on the whole, in the modern world the 
better aspect of religion has vindicated itself. The word 
is now more , naturally used in a good sense. It is no 
longer convertible with superstition. We recognise that 
men have at times a vision of something mighty and 
horror-striking which makes them grovel in the dust, and 
that this is superstition ; but that they have also, at other 
times, a vision of something as glorious as it is mighty, and 
that this is religion." i 

Now it is important to bear in mind this dis- 
tinction of our author's, because if we hold him 
to it, we shall see that he has only succeeded in 
constructing a new superstition. 

^ P. 238. He adds what seems to be at first sight a saving 
clause ; — 

" Nevertheless, though we can thus distinguish in thought 
religion from superstition, we cannot always prevent them 
from being intricately mixed together in fact. It has rarely 
been found possible to extract from religion the nobler element, 
so as to escape suffering at the same time from its wasting 
influence. Not only in Tauris or in Mexico, but here in 
England, religion has been and is a nightmare, and those who 
flatter themselves that they have shaken off the horror find a, 
colder, more petrifying incubus, that of Annihilation, settling 



The New God. 29 

Let us now inquire what are the character- 
istics of the new God — the God of the so-called 
Natural Eeligion — who is to excite in us an 
ardent condition of the feelings ; to keep us in 
a state of absorbing contemplation ; to be re- 
garded as more necessary than livelihood, more 
precious than fame ; to become, in a word, the 
object of our habitual admiration or worship. 

" If, on the one hfind, the study of Nature be one part 
of the study of God, is it not true, on the other, that he 
who believes only in Nature is a theist, and has a theo- 
logy? Men slide easily from the most momentous con- 
troversies into the most contemptible logomachies. If 
we will look at things, and not merely at words, we shall 
soon see that the scientific man has a theology and a God 
— a most impressive theology, a most awful and glorious 
God. I say that man believes in a God who feels himself 
in the presence of a Power which is not himself and is im- 
measurably above himself — a Power in the contemplation 
of which he is absorbed, in the knowledge of which he 
finds safety and happiness. And such now is Nature to 
the scientific man. I do not now say that it is good or 
satisfying to worship such a God, but I say that no class of 
men since the world began have ever more truly believed 
in a God, or more ardently, or with more conviction, 



down upon them in its place, so that one of them cries out, 
Oh I repretids ce Men, gouffre, et rends-nous Satan. " 

This, however, is only another way of saying that the term 
"religion" has frequently been applied to what ought to 
have been called "superstition." The same object cannot 
possibly be both inspiring and depressing to the same person 
at the same time, cannot possibly call forth from him simul- 
taneously both horror and love. 



30 The Basis of Religion. 

worshipped Him. Comparing their religion in its fresh 
youth to the present confused forms of Christianity, I 
think a bystander would say that though Christianity had 
in it something far higher and deeper and more ennobling, 
yet the average scientific man worships just at present a 
more awful, and, as it were, a greater Deity than the aver- 
age Christian. In so many Christians the idea of God has 
been degraded by childish and little-minded teaching ; the 
Eternal and the Infinite and the All-embracing has been 
represented as the head of the clerical interest, as a sort of 
clergyman, as a sort of schoolmaster, as a sort of philan- 
thropist. But the scientific man knows Him to be eternal ; 
in astronomy, ill geology, he becomes familiar with the 
countless millenniums of His lifetime. The scientific man 
strains his mind actually to realise God's infinity. As far 
off as the fixed stars he traces Him, to a ' distance inexpress- 
ible by numbers that have name.' Meanwhile, to the the- 
ologian, infinity and eternity are very much of empty 
words when applied to the object of his worship. He does 
not realise them in actual facts and definite computations. 
" But it is not merely because he realises a stupendous 
Power that I call the scientific man a theist. A true theist 
should recognise his Deity as giving him the law to which 
his life ought to be conformed. Now here it is that the 
resemblance of modern science to theology comes out most 
manifestly. There is no stronger conviction in this age 
than the conviction of the scientific man, that all happi- 
ness depends upon the knowledge of the laws of Nature, 
and the careful adaptation of human life to them. . . . 
Luther and Calvin were not more jealous of the Church 
tradition that had obscured the true word of God in the 
Scriptures, than the modern man of science is of the meta- 
physics and conventional philosophy that have beguiled 
men away from Nature and her laws. They want to re- 
model all education, all preaching, so that the laws of 
Nature may become known to every man, and that every 
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one may be in a condition to find his happiness in obeying 
them. They chafe at the notion of men studying anything 
else. They behave towards those who do not know Nature 
with the same sort of impatient insolence with which a 
Christian behaves towards the worshippers of the Emperor 
or a Mohammedan towards idolaters. As I sympathise 
•very partially with the Mohammedan, and not quite per- 
fectly with the early Christian, so I find the modern scien- 
tific zeal sometimes narrow and fanatical ; but I recognise 
that it is zeal of the same kind as theirs— that, like theirs, 
it is theological. 

"An infinite Power will inspire awe, and an anxious 
desire to avoid a collision with it. But such awe and fear, 
it may be said, do not constitute worship ; worship implies 
admiration, and something which may be called love. 
Now it is true that the scientific man cannot feel for 
Nature such love as a pious mind may feel for the God 
of Christians. The highest love is inspired by love, or 
by justice and goodness, and of these qualities science as 
yet discerns little or nothing in Nature. But a very gen- 
uine love, though of a lower kind, is felt by the contem- 
plator of Nature. Nature, even if we hesitate to call it 
good, is infinitely interesting, infinitely beautiful. He 
who studies it has continually the exquisite pleasure of 
discerning or half discerning and divining lama; regulari- 
ties glimmer through an appearance of confusion ; anal- 
ogies between phenomena of a different order suggest 
themselves and set the imagination in motion ; the mind 
is haunted with the sense of a vast unity not yet discover- 
able or nameable. There is food for contemplation which 
never runs short ; you gaze at an object which is always 
growing clearer, and yet always, in the very act of grow- 
ing clearer, presenting new mysteries. And this arresting 
and absorbing spectacle, so fascinating by its variety, is 
at the same time overwhelming by its greatness ; so that 
those who have devoted their lives to the contemplation 
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scarcely ever fail to testify to the endless delight it gives 
them, and also to the overpowering awe with which from 
time to time it surprises them. 

" There is one more feeling which a worshipper should 
have for his Deity, a sense of personal connection, and, as 
it were, relationship. The last verse of a hymn of praise 
is very appropriately this — ' For this God is owr God foi* 
ever and ever ; He will be our guide even unto death.' 
This feeling, too, the worshipper of Nature has. He can- 
not separate himself from that which he contemplates. 
Though he has the power of gazing upon it as something 
outside himself, yet he knows himself to be a part of it. 
The same laws whose operations he watches in the uni- 
verse he may study in his own body. Heat and light and 
gravitation govern himself as they govern plants and 
heavenly bodies. ' In Him,' may the worshipper of this 
Deity say with intimate conviction^' in Him we live and 
move and have our being.' When men whose minds are 
possessed with a thought like this, and whose lives are 
devoted to such a contemplation, say, — ' As for God, we 
know nothing of Him ; science knows nothing of Him ; 
it is a name belonging to an extinct system of philosophy;' 
I think they are playing with words. By what name they 
call the object of their contemplation is in itself a matter 
of little importance. Whether they say God, or prefer to 
say Nature, the important thing is that their minds are 
filled with the sense of a Power to all appearance iniinite 
and eternal, a Power to which their own being is insepar- 
ably connected, in the knowledge of whose ways alone is 
safety and wellbeing, in the contemplation of which they 
find a beatific vision." ^ 

You will obseiTe, then, that the new God has 
four characteristics, which, according to our au- 

1 Pp. 19-23. 
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th(3r, entitle him to, and insure for him, worship. 
Filgt, he is ,v infinitely and eternally powerful. 
Secondly, he gives us the law of our life. Thirdly, 
he is an interesting study. And fourthly, he is 
intimately connected with us. 

The first of these characteristics — viz., power 
— is the .one which is chiefly recognised by mod- 
ern science, and it is the one on which our author 
lays the chief stress : — 

" Atheism may also be called childishness, for the child 
naturally discovers the force within it sooner than the 
resisting necessity outside. Not without a few falls in the 
wrestle with Nature do we learn the limits of our own 
power, and the pitiless immensity of the power that is not 
ours. But there are many who cannot learn this lesson 
even from experience, who forget every defeat they suffer, 
and always refuse to see any power in the universe but 
their own wills." 1 

To be a theist, then, — to believe in God, accord- 
ing to him, — is to recognise the pitiless immen- 
sity of the power that is not ours. Ifow, surely, 
a moment's reflection will show the incorrect- 
ness of this view. Power alone will no more 
make a deity than weight alone will make a man. 
There is nothing in the universe less beautiful, 
less glorious, less divine, than power as such. It 
may, no doubt, be possessed by a god, but it may 
also be possessed by a fiend. Power ! why, if that 
were a test of worth, a successful prize-fighter 

' P. 28. 
C 
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must be regarded as the most excellent of men. 
Power ! why, a ton of mud could crush the life 
out of the best of us : is that any reason why we 
should worship mud ? E"or is infinite power as 
such any more adorable than finite power. In- 
finity is not divine. It is an attribute of God, 
but it is also an attribute of space. Much of 
our author's description of the former might be 
applied quite as well to the latter. " The mind 
is haunted by the sense of a vast unity not yet 
discoverable ; there is food for contemplation that 
never runs short ; you gaze on an object which 
is ever growing clearer, and yet always in the 
act of growing clearer, presenting new mysteries.'' 
Shall we, then, fall down in adoration before the 
idea of space, because it is infinite, and therefore 
mysterious ? — So that neither power, nor infinite 
power, are in themselves, or for themselves, ador- 
able. In fact power, apart from wisdom and 
goodness — aiid these are precisely the elements 
which modern science eliminates from the uni- 
verse — power f&T se is not beautiful, but terrible. 
The greater the power the more dreadful does it 
appear, so that infinite power would be infinitely 
terrific. To see only power in Nature, therefore, 
is not to find a God. It is " to have a vision of 
something mighty and horror-striking," which, as 
our author has rightly told us, is superstition. 

But secondly, the power is recognised as giv- 
ing us, in the regularity of its operations, the law 
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of our life. Here, at any rate, he thinks we shall 
find a stimulus to worship : — 

" AtHeism is a disbelief in the existence of God — that ie, 
a disbelief in any regularity in the universe to which a 
man must conform under penalties." 1 

Again, he says all beauty, aU glory, is but the 
presence of law ; ^ and he argues by implication 
that the converse follows — viz., that all law is 
the presence of beauty and glory. Now the 
term law, in science, only means invariable se- 
quence, customary order of events, the way in 
which they happen, or in one word — and it is 
our author's — regularity. He seems to be pos- 
sessed by the curious delusion that there is 
something admirable and adorable in mere regu- 
larity. As if there were not bad regularities as 
well as good ! Laws, for instance, existed in 
Thuggee — that remarkable system of garotting 
which was once so common in India. According 
to one of these laws, a Thug was bound to strangle 
any stranger (with certain specified exceptions) 
whom chance might throw in his way ; and this 
law was never disobeyed. So that if regularity 
is to be worshipped, we must worship Thugs. It 
was wittily said of a very selfish man that he 
never did a kind action but once, and then he 
immediately repented of it. Shall we go into 
raptures over the law of that man's life ? His 
> P. 27. 2 P. 32. 
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conduct was regular enough, to be sure, but his 
sole chance of admiration would have been in 
occasional irregularities. 

ITor is there anything glorious in the mere 
fact that a law conditions our activities, and that 
we must conform to it under penalties. The 
master's will is the slave's law of life, which con- 
ditions his activities, and to which he must con- 
form under penalties. But is that any reason 
why the slave should regard it "with habitual 
admiration or worship, as an object more neces- 
sary than livelihood, more precious than fame " ? 
What makes a law admirable, if it be admirable, 
is not the fact that it is. a law, but that its results 
are good ; not that it conditions our activities, 
but that it conditions them beneficially. Now, 
apart from immortality, which modern science 
denies, the results of natural law are by no 
means satisfactory. Apart from immortality, 
man is a failure, the universe a mistake, and the 
final result of evolution an anti-climax. The law 
of the universe, then, on this view of it, is not 
an object for admiration but for disgust. 

But thirdly and fourthly, our author tells us, 
the power which lays down the law of our life 
— or in one word. Nature — has two other char- 
acteristics which compel us to regard it as a 
God, viz., it is an interesting study, and it im- 
presses us with a sense of personal relationship. 
Now these characteristics are inconipa,tible. Na- 
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ture might, no doubt, be an interesting study, if 
we were not personally related to her, if we 
watched her altogether from the outside as dis- 
interested spectators. But according to the teach- 
ing of modern science, we are not disinterested 
spectators. There is no spiritual principle within 
us, different from, and superior to, ITature. We 
are but small portions of the material world, 
worked up for the moment into individuals, 
but destined before long to lose our personality. 
Just as we have been organised — earth from, 
earth, dust from dust, ashes from, ashes, so we 
shall be disorganised — earth to earth, dust to 
dust, ashes to ashes. And that will be the end 
of us ! On the modern scientific view, then, 
Nature ceases to be interesting, and becomes ap- 
palling. True, we are personally related to her ; 
but our personal relationship means just this, 
that in a few short years she will destroy us. 

Dismissing, then, the third and fourth charac- 
teristics of the new God, as it is evident we have 
a right to do, there only remains for our worship 
a great Power which must be conformed to under 
penalties. Our author will have it that this 
Power is beautiful and glorious. The new 
scientific theology, he says, though it denies the 
Deity the attributes of tenderness and justice 
and benevolence, presents us "more fascinating 
views than ever of his eternal beauty and glory." 
But if we take away the attributes of tender- 
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ness, justice, and benevolence from the Power 
which is not ours, nothing remains but the fact 
that we must conform to it under penalties- — a 
fact which in itself, as we have seen, is neither 
beautiful nor glorious. But, he tells us, "in 
the knowledge of its ways we find safety and 
wellbeing."^ Bo wel Why, to know this 
Power is to know that we have been created 
by it, only, in the end, to be destroyed. 

Our author has yet another argument why 
such a Power deserves to be called God. It 
strikes me as one of the most curious pieces of 
reasoning to be found in the whole range of 
English literature. 

" Do the attributes of benevolence, personality, &c., ex- 
haust the idea of God ? Are they — not merely the most 
important, the most consoling of His attributes, but — the 
only ones ? By denying them, do we cease not merely to 
be orthodox Christians, but to be theists ? . . . 

"God and Nature express notions which are different 
in an important particular. But it is evident that these 
notions are not the opposites that controversy would repre- 
sent them to be. On the contrary, they coincide up to a 
certain point." ^ 

In other words, to believe in Nature is to be- 
lieve in God, because both possess one attribute 
in common — viz., power. If there be any value 
in this mode of reasoning, the logic of the 
schools has become obsolete, and we require a 
novum orgaTwn re-renovatum. We have always 
1 P. 23. » P. 17. 
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been accustomed to believe that the differentia 
formed an important part of the definition. 
Our author thinks it may be altogether omitted. 
In religion — as distinct from superstition — God 
has hitherto been regarded as a Power differ- 
entiated from other powers by the possession 
of infinite justice and infinite benevolence. But, 
argues our author, since power is power, whether 
benevolent or not, since power and God have 
one attribute in common — viz., strength — there- 
fore they may be used as synonyms. Let me 
illustrate this by a parallel case. The endow- 
ments peculiar to man — such as conscience and 
language — are not his only attributes ; they are 
but the " most important and consoling " of his 
attributes. Man and animal express notions 
which are different in an important particular, 
but they are not the opposites which contro- 
versy would represent them — they coincide up 
to a certain point. They both agree in one 
respect — viz., in the possession of a physical 
organisation. Animals, therefore, should be 
called men, and treated with a respect and 
consideration hitherto denied them ! 

We see, then, that the God of " Natural Ee- 
ligion " is destitute of all the most essential 
attributes of Deity. Power he undoubtedly 
possesses ; but it is exercised unjustly, capri- 
ciously, tyrannically, cruelly; for he denies us 
immortality, without which there can be no 
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compensation for the miseries and inequalities 
of life. He cmght not, therefore, to he worsMjpped. 
Our deplorable impotence may tempt us to 
flatter him ; but the language he deserves is 
the language of contempt. Though we might 
never be able to crush him as a Power, we 
should at all events determine to destroy him 
as a God. If we would be really religious, 
if we would be true to ourselves and to right, 
we must be prepared, though all the world 
adored him, to scout him to his face, — to say 
to him as Prometheus said to Jove, 

" Why art thou made a god of, thou poor type 
Of anger and revenge and cunning force ? 
True power was never born of brutish strength. 
Evil hath its errand as well as good ; 
When thine is finished, thou art known no more. 
There is a higher purity than thou, 
And higher purity is greater strength ; 
Thy nature is thy doom, at which thy heart 
Trembles, behind the thick wall of thy might. 
He who hurled down the monstrous Titan brood 
Is weaker than a simple human thought : 
Let man but will, and thou art god no more." 
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CHAPTEE III. 



THE NEW FAITH. 



OUK author has justly told us, as I pointed 
out in the previous chapter, that while super- 
stition is depressing, rehgiou is essentially inspir- 
ing. The object of our habitual contemplation, 
he says, should make life rich and bright for us.^ 
True religion, he observes again, must give the 
worshipper faith, and faith he deiines as con- 
fidence that life is not irreconcilably opposed to 
our ideals.^ This confidence, he further points 
out, will become a stimulus to right-doing ; the 
religious life being distinguished from the irrelig- 
ious by the characteristic of unselfishness.^ So 
that, according to our author, the new religion, if 
it be a true one, must make us (1) happy, or at 
any rate hopeful, and (2) self-denying. We have 
now to inquire whether it will stand this test. 
Can it, or can it not, be called a faith ? 

In attempting to prove that it can, he makes a 

1 P. 141. 2 Pp. 61 etseq,. 3 Pp. 235, 236. 
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most unpromising start — for he tells us that a%y 
theory of the universe must be inspiring. In a 
single sentence, he uses the expressions — system, 
law, way of viewing the universe, and worship 
— as synonymous. As if all systems and laws 
were necessarily good ! As if aU ways of view- 
ing the universe must necessarily lead to wor- 
ship ! He seems to forget that there is such a 
thing as pessimism, that there have been Schop- 
enhauers and Hartmanns. He says : — 

"Just as atheism does not consist in a bad theory of 
the universe, but in the want of any theory, so theism 
consists not in possessing a meritorious or true or consoling 
theory, but simply in possessing a theory of the universe. 
He who has such a theory acts with confidence and de- 
cision ; he who has no such theory is paralysed. One of 
the rudest of all theories of the universe is that propounded 
by Mohammed, yet it raised up a dispersed nation to vig- 
our, union, and empire. Calvinism presents assuredly a 
view of the universe which is not in any way consoling, 
yet this creed, too, has given vigour and heroism. The 
creed of the earliest Romans rested upon no basis which 
could for a moment pass for philosophical, yet while it was 
believed it gave order to the State, sanction to morality, 
victory to the armies." * 

In regard to these illustrations, I would remark 
that Mohammedanism was inspiring not because 
it was a theory, but because it was a theory 
which gave promise of a future life. That life, 
it is true, was not of an exalted character ; but 

1 P. 36. 
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it was quite good enough to make a rude people 
feel that existence was "not irreconcilably op- 
posed to their ideals." To the Eomans, it must 
be admitted, the next world appeared vague and 
uninviting; but they were taught that here at 
least the services of gods were always to be 
secured by prayer and sacrifice. This was what 
gave them confidence. Whoever had discharged 
his part of the bargain was inspired with energy 
and decision, because he felt assured that the 
gods would not fail in theirs. And as to Cal- 
vinism, the belief that the vast majority of the 
human race will spend their eternity in hell is 
certainly not in itself a cheerful doctrine. Still 
the Calvinist, since he is elect — and of course 
every Calvinist is elect — may look forward hope- 
fully to his own future. And from the days of 
TertuUian until now, there have always been men 
who could take pleasure in the thought, that the 
torments of the lost would form a conspicuous 
feature in the entertainment provided for the 
saved.-"- So that the theological theories referred 
to by our author, crude though they were, all 
contained certain consoling and encouraging ele- 

1 Only a year or two ago, I myself heard a clergyman de- 
liver himself from the pulpit as follows: "My brethren, you 
may imagine that when you look down from heaven, and see 
your acquaintances and friends and relations in hell, your hap- 
piness will be somewhat marred. But no ! You will then be 
so purified and perfected that, as you gaze on that sea of suffer- 
ing, it will only increase your joy." 
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ments. But the modern scientific theory of the 
universe is essentially and thoroughly depress- 
ing. Essentially and thoroughly, I say ; for it 
leaves no loophole, like the " election " of Cal- 
vinism, through which the privileged believer 
may escape. Modern scientists do not say that 
unscientific persons will be annihilated, but that 
all will be annihilated, even the scientific theo- 
rists themselves. Hence what it behoved the 
writer to prove was, not that crude theories 
of the universe could be inspiring, but that 
depressing theories could be inspiring. To prove 
this, however, would be of course to demonstrate 
a contradiction. 

A second argument of our author's is that 
there may be inspiration or faith, without any 
belief in the benevolence of the being worshipped. 

" It is not the benevolence of his Deity which, gives so 
much energy and confidence to the convinced theist ; it is 
rather the assurance that he has the secret of propitiating 
his Deity. It was not because Jupiter or Mars were benev- 
olent beings that the Eoman went out to battle confiding 
in their protection. It was because all sacrifices had been 
performed which the Pontiffs or the Sibylline Books pre- 
scribed. Just of the same kind is the theistic vigour which 
we see in modem science. Science also has its procwratio 
prodigiorum. It does not believe that Nature is benevo- 
lent, and yet it has all the confidence of Mohammedans or 
Crusaders. This is because it believes that it understands 
the laws of Nature, and that it knows how to act so that 
Nature shall favour its operations. Not by the Sibylline 
Books but by experiment, not by supplications but by 
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scientific precautions and operations, it discovers and pro- 
pitiates the mind of its Deity." i 

But modern society has not the secret of pro- 
pitiating its deity, A knowledge of the laws of 
Nature is no doubt useful enough in a certain 
limited way. But what of the desire for im- 
mortality, which in the present age, as the 
writer admits, is singularly strong ? The an- 
cients, who did not seem particularly anxious 
to live for ever, yet believed as a rule in a 
shadowy kind of existence beyond the grave. 
We, to whom the thought of extinction is appal- 
ling, are explicitly taught by the science of the 
day that the tomb leads into the bottomless pit 
of Annihilation. By a very strict observance of 
natural laws, we may manage to keep ourselves 
in existence a few years longer. But that is 
all. There our power of propitiation ends. We 
have no secret for wringing from the Infinite 
the one thing worth having, the one thing which 
our hearts most crave, the gift of eternal Hfe. 

A third argument, on which our author lays 
great stress, is that Nature has had many in- 
spired votaries, and has often received the hom- 
age of poetry.^ Now, with the single exception 
of Lucretius, no great poet ever regarded Nature 
from the materialistic point of view. And but 
for his materialism, Lucretius would have ranked 
even higher than he does. " All life and nature," 
1 p. 36. = P. 94. 
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says Professor Sellar, "he thought to be suscep- 
tible of a rationalistic explanation. And the 
greater part of his work is devoted to giving 
this explanation. This large infusion of a pro- 
saic content necessarily detracts from the art- 
istic excellence of the poena." In other words, 
atoms and molecules, Nature and man, regarded 
merely as so much matter, are not good subjects 
for poetry. 

Our author refers to Goethe and Wordsworth 
as eminent examples of the inspiring effects of 
a materialistic Nature. But neither Goethe nor 
Wordsworth had adopted the modern scientific 
negations. Both believed in the soul, and God, 
and immortality. God in Nature, our author 
himself says, was the object of Goethe's worship. 
But God in Nature is a very different thing 
from Nature with all the divine elements care- 
fully eliminated.^ In Goethe's greatest work, the 
Earth-spirit says : — 

" In Lebensflutli, im Thatensturm, 
Wall' loh auf und ab, 
Webe bin und ber. 
Geburt und Grab 
Ein ewigea Meer, 

So schaff ' Ich am sausenden Webstubl der Zeit, 
Und wirke der Gottheit lebendiges Kleid." 



' P. 97. This kind of confusion oocnrs again and again 
throughout the book ; e.g. — " It is quite possible to believe 
in God, and even a Personal God, of whom Nature is the 
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Nature to Goethe was no mere concourse of 
atoms, but the garment of life which the Deity 
wears. What an important part, too, is played 
by immortality in the same wonderful work ! 
The most beautiful scene in the whole poem is, 
as it should be, the last, where Faust's spirit, 
after all its doubts, temptations, conflicts, sins, is 
— on the intercession of Marguerite and others — 
finally redeemed. For this exquisite denouement 
all previous parts of the drama were intended, 
more or less, to prepare the way. So that if you 
were to eliminate from ' Faust ' the ideas of God^ 
and the soul, and immortality, you would have 
nothing worth mentioning left. 

With Wordsworth, again, the worship of Na- 
ture was blended, as our author admits^ and 
as everybody knows, with Christian ideas. To 
Wordsworth, pre-eminently, Nature was super- 
natural. 

Was it not Wordsworth who wrote — 

" I have learned 
To look on. Nature, not as in tlie hour 
Of thoughtless youth. ... I have felt 
A presence that disturbs me with the joy 



only manifestation.'' But the two propositions, "There is no 
God but Nature," and, " God has only manifested Himself in 
Nature," are totally distinct. 

1 P. 104, where it is mentioned that "Wordsworth called the 
idea of immortality, "the head and mighty paramount of 
truths. " 
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Of elevated thoughts ; a sense sublime 
Of something far more deeply interfused, 
Whose dwelling is the light of setting suns, 
And the round ocean, and the living air, 
And the blue sky, and in the mind of man ; 
A motion and a spirit that impels 
All thinking things, all objects of all thought. 
And rolls through all things " ? 



Was it not Wordsworth who wrote — 

" I have seen 
A curious child . . . applying to his ear 
The convolutions of a smooth-lipped shell, 
. . . and his countenance soon 
Brightened with joy ; for from within were heard 
Murmurings, whereby the monitor expressed 
Mysterious union with its native sea. 
E'en such a shell the universe itself 
Is to the ear of Faith ; and there are times, 
I doubt not, when to you it doth impart 
Authentic tidings of invisible things ; — 

Of central peace subsisting at the heart ' 
Of endless agitation " 1 

Was it not Wordsworth who wrote — 

" Our birth is but a sleep and a forgetting : 
The soul that rises with us, our life's star. 
Hath had elsewhere its setting. 

And cometh from afar. 
Not in entire forgetfulness. 
And not in utter nakedness. 
But trailing clouds of glory do we come 

From God, who is our home " ? 
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Was it not Wordsworth who wrote — 

" Truths that wake 
To perish never ; 
Which neither listlessness, nor mad endeavour, 

Nor man nor boy, 
Nor all that is at enmity with joy, 
Can utterly abolish or destroy ! 

Hence, in a season of calm weather, 
Though inland far we be, 
Our souls have sight of that immortal sea 
Which brought us hither ; 
Can in a moment travel thither, 
And see the children sport upon the shore. 
And hear the mighty waters rolling evermore " ? 

And yet we are asked to accept Wordsworth 
as an illustration of the enthusiasm that may be 
developed by a theory of the universe which de- 
nies the soul, and God, and immortality ! Words- 
worth did, no doubt, find a passionate joy in the 
contemplation of Nature ; but the Nature which 
he worshipped was totally different from the 
Nature of modern science. 

Further, our author justly acknowledges, as I 
have already mentioned, that a truly religious 
life must not only inspire us with hopefulness, 
but must stimulate us to unselfishness. The 
lower or irreligious life, he says, begins and ends 
in mere acquisition. It is made up of purely 
personal cares, and pursues, even in the midst of 
civilisation, no other objects than those which the 
savage pursues under simpler conditions — self- 

D 
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preservation, personal possession and enjoyment. 
The higher or religious life is inspired by ad- 
miration or devotion. In it men's thoughts are 
drawn away from their personal interests, and 
they are made intensely aware of other exist- 
ences.^ Now of this higher life, he tells us, the 
artist and the scientist, as such, afford examples. 
But he himself admits, in the postscript to which 
I must presently advert, that the tendency of 
modern science is not in the direction of unself- 
ishness. And what of art ? — of that material- 
istic art which is blind to everything spiritual ? 
Why, instead of inspiring self-denial, it directly 
fosters selfishness. Eead, for instance, what 
Pater says in the last eloquent chapter of his 
' Studies in the Eenaissance ' : " Every moment 
some form grows perfect in hand or face ; some 
tone on the hills or sea is choicer than the rest ; 
some mood or passion of intellectual excitement 
is irresistibly attractive for us, and for that 
moment only. A counted number of pulses is 
given us of a variegated life. We are aU con- 
demned to die. We have an interval, and then 
our place knows us no more. Some spend it in 
listlessness, some in high passions, the wisest in 
art and song. Our one chance is in getting into 
this interval as many pulsations as possible." 
Not a word is here said about self-denial. Pul- 
sations, says Pater — give me pulsations, and let 
1 Pp. 147 and 235. 
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tlie universe go. Materialistic art, then, on the 
showing of one of its own exponents, does not 
even profess to inspire men with unselfishness. 

We have now examined briefly, but I trust 
suificiently, all the arguments by which the 
writer seeks to prove that the new religion is 
inspiring. I proceed to point out that he has 
himself represented that religion as depressing. 

First of all, he gives us the creed of modern 
science : — 

" We have not much reason to believe in any future 
state. We are content to look at human life as it lies 
visibly before us. Survejdng it so, we find that it is 
indeed very different from what we could wish it to be. 
It is full of failures and miseries. Multitudes die without 
knowing anything that can be called happiness, while 
almost all know too well what is meant by misery. The 
pains that men endure are frightfully intense, their en- 
joyments for the most part moderate. They are seldom 
aware of happiaess while it is present, so very delicate a 
thing is it. When it is past, they recognise for the first 
time, or perhaps fancy, that it was present. If we could 
measure all the happiness there is in the world, we should 
perhaps be rather pained' than gladdened by discovering 
the amount of it ; if we'could measure all the misery, we 
should be appalled beyond description. When from happi- 
ness we pass to the moral ideal, again we find the world 
disappointing. It is not a sacred place any more than it 
is a happy place. Vice and crime very frequently prosper 
in it. Some of the worst of men are objects of enthusi- 
astic admiration and emulation ; some of the best have 
been hated and persecuted. Much virtue passes away en- 
tirely unacknowledged ; much flagrant hypocrisy escapes 
detection. 
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"Still, on the whole, we find life worth living. The 
misery we find ourselves able to forget, or callously live 
through. It is but not thinking, which is always easy, 
and we become insensible to whatever evil does not affect 
ourselves. And though, the happiness is not great, the 
variety is. Life is interesting, if not happy. Moreover, 
in spite of all the injustice of destiny, all the inequality 
with which fortune is meted out, yet it may be discerned 
that, at least in the more fortunate societies, justice is the 
rule and injustice the exception. There are laws by 
which definite crimes are punished, there is a force of 
opinion which reaches vaguer offences and visits even the 
disposition to vice with a certain penalty. Virtue seldom 
goes without some reward, however inadequate: if it is 
not recognised generally or publicly, it finds here and 
there an admirer, it gathers round it a little circle of love ; 
when even this is wanting, it often shows a strange power 
of rewarding itself. On the whole, we are sustained and 
Teconciled to life by a certain feeling of hope, by a belief, 
resting upon real evidence, that things improve and better 
themselves around us." i 

Such a creed, surely, is exceedingly depressing. 
It does not conform to one of the requirements 
which our author himself has laid down. It 
does not make life rich and bright for us. We 
find in it no object for " habitual admiration or 
worship" — nothing that can be contemplated with 
absorbing delight, " as more necessary than live- 
lihood, more precious than fame." This creed, 
instead of assuring us that life is not irreconcil- 
ably opposed to our ideals, most forcibly suggests 
that it is. The best it can tell us is, that in the 
1 Pp. 64-66. 
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more fortunate societies virtue is generally re- 
warded, and that things are gradually improving. 
But if even one human being has been eadingmshed 
without having had fairplay, if even one human 
being were used merely for the purpose of better- 
ing his neighbour's circumstances, — then there 
is injustice at the heart of things, and the great 
Power which is not ours must be regarded with 
suspicion and distrust.-^ 

Again our author confesses, in so many words, 
that the faith of modern science is at best but 
superstition : — 

" Before Church traditions had been freely tested, there 
was one rigid way of thinking about God — one definite 
channel through which Divine grace alone could pass — the 
channel guarded by the Church He had founded. ' As if 
they would confine the Interminable, and tie Him to His 
own prescript ! ' Accordingly, when doubt was thrown 
upon the doctrines of the Church, there seemed an immi- 
nent danger of atheism ; and we have stiU the habit of 
denoting by this name the denial of that conception of 
God which the Church has consecrated. But by the side 
of this gradual obscuring of the ecclesiastical view of God, 
there has gone on a gradual rediscovery of Him in another 
aspect. The total effect of this simultaneous obscuration 
of one part of the orb and revelation of the other, has been 
to set before us God in an aspect rather Judaic than Chris- 
tian. We see Him less as an object of love, and more as 
an object of terror, mixed with delight. Much indeed has 
been lost — it is to be hoped not finally — but something 



^ Oa "Our Right to Immortality," see my 'Preaching and 
Hearing, and other Sermons,' pp. 174-201. 
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also has been gained : for the modern views of God, so far 
as they go, have a reality — a freshness — that the others 
wanted. In orthodox times the name of God was almost 
confined to definitely religious writings, or was used as 
part of a conventional language. But now, either under 
the name of God, or under that of Nature, or under that 
of Science, or under that of Law, the conception woris 
freshly and powerfully in a multitude of minds. It is an 
idea indeed that causes much unhappiness, much depres- 
sion. Men now reason with God as Job did, or feel crushed 
before Him as Moses, or wrestle with Him as Jacob, or 
blaspheme Him ; they do not so easily attain the Christian 
hope. But with whatever confusion and astonishment. 
His presence is felt really and not merely asserted in 
hollow professions ; it inspires poetry much more than in 
orthodox times. It may be confidently said that in this 
modern time, when tlie complaint is so often heard, wr- 
storben ist der Herrgott ohen, and after those most recent 
discoveries which, in the surprise caused by their novelty 
and vastness, seem to dissipate all ancient faiths at a blow, 
the conception of God lives with an intensity which it 
never had before. This very conception indeed it is which 
now depresses us with its crushing weight. The over- 
whelming sense of littleness and helplessness of which we 
complain is not atheism, though atheism has similar symp- 
toms. It is that very thought, ' As for man, his days are 
as grass,' which is suggested by the contemplation of the 
Eternal ; it is the prostration caused by a greatness in 
which we are lost ; it is what we might venture perhaps 
to call the superstition of the true Ood." ^ 

According to this, then, the title of our au- 
thor's book should have been 'Natural Supersti- 
tion,' The worship of scientists will not answer 

1 P. 109 et seq. 
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to his description of religion till confidence be 
added to awe.'^ But confidence, as we have seen, 
involves immortality, and immortality means su- 
pernaturalism. Without supernaturalism, there- 
fore, on his own showing, though there may be 
superstition, there cannot be religion. 

Lastly and specially, I have to point out a 
remarkable passage in the postscript : — 

" When the supernatural does not come in to overwhelm 
the natural and turn life upside down, when it is ad- 
mitted that religion deals in the first instance with the 
natural, then we may well begin to doubt whether the 
natural can suffice for human life. No sooner do we try 
to think so than pessimism raises its head. The more 
our thoughts widen and deepen, as the universe grows 
upon us and we become accustomed to boundless space 
and time, the more petrifying is the contrast of our own' 
insignificance, the more contemptible become the pettiness, 
shortness, and fragility of the individual life. A moral 
paralysis creeps upon us. For a while we comfort our- 
self with the notion of self-sacrifice ; we say. What matter 
if I pass, let me think of others ! But the other has become 
contemptible no less than the self ; all human griefs alike 
seem little worth assuaging, human happiness too paltry 
at the best to be worth increasing. The whole moral world 
is reduced to a point ; the spiritual city, ' the goal of all 
the saints,' dwindles to the ' least of little stars ' ; good 
and evU, right and wrong, become infinitesimal, ephemeral 
matters ; while eternity and infinity remain attributes of 
that only which is outside the realm of morality. Life 
becomes more intolerable the more we know and discover, 
so long as everything widens and deepens except our own 

1 P. 111. 
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duration, and that remains as pitiful as ever. The aflfecr 
tions die away in a world where everything great and 
enduring is cold ; they die of their own conscious feeble- 
ness and bootlessness." i 

What is this hut an eloquent confession that the 
modern theory of the universe, so far from heing 
inspiring, is the most depressing theory with 
which ever the world was cursed ? 

This brilliant attempt, then, to construct a 
natural religion, is a brilliant failure — a failure 
because it was an attempt to achieve the impos- 
sible. Without a soul there can be no immor- 
tality; without immortality there can be no God; 
without God there can be no worship. If the 
only future to which we can look forward is one 
of dissolution and decay, when this earth of ours 
will be nothing but 

" A slag, a cinder drifting through the sky, 
Without its crew of fools ; " 

if there must come a time when consciousness 
and reason and love shall have for ever passed 
out of existence, — then our desire for happiness, 
our longing for perfection, our passionate demand 
for eternal life, are but ghastly illusions, diaboli- 
cal mockeries ; and the great Power which has 
implanted them within us deserves not love but 
hatred, not honour but contempt. We can only 
•worship as we see grounds for believing that our 
> P. 261. 
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life in time is a birth into eternity ; that the 
sufferings and inequalities of this world are hut 
preparations for a happier and nobler state ; that 
our afflictions, and the afflictions of our brethren, 
are working out a far more exceeding weight 
of glory than could ever otherwise have been 
achieved; that there is, in a word, a great, 

" Far-off, divine event, 
Towards which the whole creation moves." 



THE END. 
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trated. 3s. 6d., cloth. — Scenes of Clerical Life. Illustrated. 
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By Lieut.-Colonel G. F. I. Gkaham, B.S.C. Svo, 14s. 
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Crown Svo, 2s. 

Lady Lee's Widowhood. Crown Svo, 2s. 6d. 

Our Poor Relations. A Philozoic Essav. With Illus- 



trations, chiefly by Ernest Griset. Crown Svo, cloth gilt, 3s. 6d. 
HAMLEY. GuUty, or Not Guilty ? A Tale. By Major-General 

W. G. Hamley, late of the Royal Engineers. New Edition. Crown Svo, 3s. 6d. 
Traseaden Hall. "When George the Third was King." 

New and Cheaper Edition. Crown Svo, 6s. 
HARBORD. Definitions and Diagrams in Astronomy and Navi- 
gation. By the Rev. J. B. Habbord, M.A., Assistant Director of Education, 

Admiralty, is. 
HARRISON. Cure Tounis CoUedge. Sketches of the History of 

the Old College of Edinburgh, with an Appendix of Historical Documents. 

By John Harbison. Crown Svo, 5s. 
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M A LL.B., Advocate, Sheriff-Substitute of Lanarkshire. New Ed. , Svo, 21s. 

■ A Handbook of the Sheriff and Justice of Peace Small 

Debt Courts. Svo, 7s. 6d. 



14 LIST OF BOOKS PUBLISHED BY 



LETTERS FROM THE HIGHLANDS. Reprinted from *The 

Times.' Fcap. 8vo, 48. 6d. 

LINDAU. The Philosopher's Pendulum, and other Stories. By 

Rudolph Lindau. Crown 8vo, 7s. 6d. 
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MACRAE. A Handbook of Deer -Stalking. By Alexander 
Macrae, late Forester to Lord Henry Bentinck. With Introduction by 
Kobatio Ross, Esq. Pcap. 8vo, with two Photographs from Life. 3s. 6d. 

M'CRIE. Works of the Rev. Thomas M^Crie, D.D. Uniform Edi- 
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tion in Italy in the Sixteenth Century. Crown 8vo, 4s. 

History of the Progress and Suppression of the Reforma- 



tion in Spain in the Sixteenth Century. Crown 8vo, 3s. 6d. 
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Geography.' Eleventh Edition, revised. Crown 8vo, pp. 23S, 2s. 
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vised to the present time. i8mo, pp. 118, is. 

First Steps in Geography. 86th Thousand. i8mo, pp. 

56. Sewed, 4d. ; cloth, 6d. 
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MACKAY. Elements of Physiography and Physical Geography. 
With Express Reference to the Instructions recently issued by the Science and 
Art Department.' By the Rev. AlexandekMackay, LL.D., F.R.Q.8. 25th 
Thousand, revised. Crown 8vo, is. 6d. 

— Facts and Dates ; or, the Leading Events in Sacred and 

Profane History, and the Principal Facts in the various Physical Sciences. 
The Memory being aided throughout by a Simple and Natural Method. For 
Schools and Private Reference. New Edition. Crown 8vo, 3s. 6d. 

MACKAY. An Old Scots Brigade. Being the History of Mackay's 
Regiment, now incorporated with the Royal Scots. With an Appendix con- 
taining many Original Documents connected with the History of the Regi- 
ment. By John Maokay (late) of Hebbiesdale. Crown 8vo, 5s. 

MACKAY. The Founders of the American Republic. A History 
of Washington, Adams, Jeiferson, Franklin, and Madison. With a Supple- 
mentary Chapter on the Inherent Causes of the Ultimate Failure of American 
Democracy. By Charles Mackay, LL.D. Post 8vo, los. 66.. 

MACKELLAR. More Leaves from the Journal of a Life in the 
Highlands, from 1862 to 1882. Translated into Gaelic by Mrs Maby Mackel- 
LAR. By command of Her Msyesty the Queen. Crown 8vo, with Illustrations, 
xos. 6d. 

MACKENZIE. Studies in Roman Law. With Comparative Views 
of the Laws of France, England, and Scotland. By Lord Mackenzie, one of 
the Judges of the Court of Session in Scotland. Sixth Edition, Edited by 
John Kirkpatbiok, Esq.,'M.A. Cantab.; Dr Jur. Heidelb.; LL.B. Edin.; 
Advocate. 8vo, 12s. 

MAIN. Three Hundred English Sonnets. Chosen and Edited by 
David M. Main. Fcap. 8vo, 6s. 

MAITLAND, Parva. By E. Fuller Maitland (E. F. M.) Fcap. 

8vo. 5s. 

MANNERS. Notes of an Irish Tour in 1846. By Lord John 
Manners, M. P., G.C.B. New Edition. Crown 8vo, 2s. 6d. 

MANNERS. Gems of German Poetry. Translated by Lady John 
Mansers. Small quarto, 3s. 6d. 

Impressions of Bad-Homburg. Comprising a Short Ac- 
count of the Women's Associations of Germany under the Red Cross. By 
Lady^ John Manners. Crown 8vo, is. 6d. 

Some Personal Recollections of the Later Years of the Earl 

of Beaconsfleld, K.G. Sixth Edition, 6d. 

Employment of Women in the Public Service. 6d. 

Some of the Advantages of Easily Accessible Reading and 

Recreation Rooms, and Free Libraries. With Remarks on Starting and 
Maintaining Them. Second Edition, crown 8vo, is. 

, A Sequel to Rich Men's Dwellings, and other Occasional 

Papers. Crown 8vo, 2s. 6d. 

• Encouraging Experiences of Reading and Recreation Rooms. 



Aims of Guilds, Nottingham Social Guild, Existing Institutions, &c., &o. 
Crown 8vo, is. 

MARMORNE. The Story is told by Adolphus Sbgrave, the 

youngest of three Brothers. Third Edition. Crown 8vo, 6s. 

MARSHALL. French Home Life. By Frederic Marshall. 

Second Edition. 5s. 

MARSHMAN. History of India. From the Earliest Period to the 
Close of the India Company's Government ; with an Epitome of Subsequent 
Events. By John Clark Marshman, C.S.I. Abridged from the Author's 
larger work. Second Edition, revised. Crown Svo, with Map, 6s. 6d. 

MARTIN. Goethe's Faust. Part I. Translated by Sir Theodore 
Martin, K.C.B. Second Edition, crown Svo, 6s. Eighth Edition, fcap. 

Goethe's Faust. Part II. Translated into English Verse. 



Second Edition, revised. Fcap. Svo, 68. 
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MARTIN. The Works of Horace. Translated into English Verse, 
with Life and Kotes. By Sir Theodore Mabtin, K.C.B. In a vola. crown 
Svo, printed on hand-made paper, ais. 

Poems and Ballads of Heinrich Heine. Done into Eng- 
lish Verse. Second Edition. Printed on papier vergl, crown 8vo, 8s. 

Catullus. With Life and Notes. Second Edition, post 8vo, 

7S. 6d. 

The Vita Nuova of Dante. With an Introduction and 

Notes. Second Edition, crown 8vo, gs. 

Aladdin : A Dramatic Poem. By Adam Oehlenschlae- 



OEB. Fcap. 8vo, 5S. 

Correggio : A Tragedy. By Oehlenschlaeger. With 

Notes. Fcap. 8vo, 38. 

K^i^ig Rene*s Daughter : A Danish Lyrical Drama, By 

Henbik Hebtz. Second Edition, fcap., 2s. 6d. 

MARTIN. On some of Shakespeare's Female Characters. In a 
Series of Letters. By Helena Faucit, Lady Martin. Dedicated by per- 
mission to Her Most Gracious Majesty the Queen. New Edition. Eoyal 8vo, 
with Portrait. 9s. 

MATHESON. Can the Old Faith Live with the New] or the 
Problem of Evolution and Revelation. By the Kev. Geobge Matheson, D.D. 
Second Edition, Crown 8vo, 7s. 6d. 

MEIKLEJOHN. An Old Educational Reformer— Dr Bell. By 

J. M. D. Meiklejokn, M. a., Professor of the Theory, History, and Practice 
of Education in the University of St Andrews. Crown 8vo, 3s. 6d. 

■ The Golden Primer. With Coloured Illustrations hy Wal- 
ter Crane. Small 4to, boards, 5B. 

The English Language : Its Grammar, History, and Litera- 
ture. With Chapters on Versification, Paraphrasing, and Punctuation. 
Crown 8vo, 4s. 6d. 

MICHEL. A Critical Inquiry into the Scottish Language. With 

the view of Illustrating the Rise and Progress of Civilisation in Scotland. By 
Fbancisque-Michel, 7.S.A. Lond. and Scot., Correspondant de I'lnstitntde 
France, &c. In One handsome Quarto Volume, printed on hand-made paper, 
and appropriately bound in Roxburghe style. Price 66s. 

MICHIE. The Larch : Being a Practical Treatise on its Culture 

and General Management. By Christopher Y. Miohie, Forester, Cullen House. 
Crown 8vo, with Illustrations. New and Cheaper Edition, enlarged, 55. 

MILNE. The Problem of the Churchless and Poor in our Large 
Towns. With special reference to the Home Mission Work of the Church of 
Scotland. By the Rev. Robt. Milne, M.A., Towie. Crown 8vo, 5s. 

MINTO. A Manual of English Prose Literature, Biographical 

and Critical : designed mainly to show Characteristics of Style. By W. Minto, 
M.A., Professor of Logic in the University of Aberdeen. Third Edition, 
revised. Crown 8vo, 7s. 6d. 

Characteristics of English Poets, from Chaucer to Shirley. 

New Edition, revised. ' Crown 8vo, 7s. 6d. 

The Crack of Doom. 3 vols, poet 8vo, 25s. 6d. 

MITCHELL. Biographies of Eminent Soldiers of the last Four 
Centuries. By Major-Qeneral John Mitchell, Author of 'Life of Wallensteln.' 
With a Memoir of the Author. 8vo, gs. 

MOIR. Life of Mansie Wauch, Tailor in Dalkeith, With 8 
Illustrations on Steel, by the late Geobge Cbuikbhahe. Grown 8vo, 33. 6d. 
Another Edition, fcap. 8vo, is. 6d. 

MOMERIE. Defects of Modern Christianity, and other Sermons. 
By the Rev. A. W. MoMEBiE, M.A., D.Sc, Professor of Lo^c and Metaphysics 
in King's College, London. New Edition. Crown 8vo, 5a. 

The Basis of Religion. Being an Examination of Natural 

Religion. Second Edition. Crown Svo^ 2s. 6d. 
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MOMERIE. The Origin of Evil, and other Sermons. By the 

Rev. A. W. MoMEKiE, M. A., D.So. Pourtli Edition, enlarged. Crown 8vo, 5s. 

Personality. The Beginning and End of Metaphysics, and 

a Necessary Assumption in all Positive Philosophy. Third Edition. Crown 
8vo, 3s. / 

Agnosticism, and other Sermons. Second Edition. Crown 

»vo, 6s. 

Preaching and Hearing ; and Other ' Sermons. Crown 



8vo, 4s. 6d. 

Belief in God. Crown 8vo, 3s. 



MONTAGUE. Campaigning in South Africa. Reminiscences of 

an Officer in 1879. By Captain W. B. Montague, g4th Regiment, Author of 
* Claude Meadowleigh,' &c. Bvo, los. 6d, 

MONTALEMBERT. Memoir of Count de Montalembert. A 

Chapter of Recent French History. By Mrs Oliphaht, Author of the ' Life 
of Edward Irving,' &o. 2 vols, crown 8vo, £1, 4s. 

MURDOCH. Manual of the Law of Insolvency and Bankruptcy : 

Comprehending a Summary of the Law of Insolvency, Notour Bankruptcy, 
Composition - contracts. Trust-deeds, Cessios, and Sequestrations; and the 
Winding-up of Joint-Stock Companies in Scotland ; with Annotations on the 
various Insolvency and Bankruptcy Statutes ; and with Forms of Procedure 
applioahle to these Suhjects. By James Mcrdooh, Memher of the Faculty of 
Procurators in Glasgow. Fifth Edition, Revised and Enlarged, Svo, £1, 10s. 

MY TRIVIAL LIEE AND MISFORTUNE: A Gossip with 

no Plot in Particular. By A Plain Woman. New Edition, crown Svo, 6s. 

NEAVES. Songs and Verses, Social and Scientific. By an Old 

Contributor to ' Maga.' By the Hon. Lord Neaves. Fifth Edition, foap. Svo, 

The Greek Anthology. Being Vol. XX. of 'Ancient Clas- 
sics for English Readers." Crown Bvo, 2s. 6d. 

NEEDELL. The Story of Philip Methuen. By Mrs J. H. Needell, 

Author of 'Julian Karslake's Secret,' 'Lucia, Hugh, and Another." 3 vols. 

post Svo, 258. id. , TT .. ..1 T , 

NICHOLSON. A Manual of Zoology, for the Use of Students. 

With a General Introduction on the Principles of Zoology. By Henby Al- 
LEYNE Nicholson, M.D., D.Sc, F.L.S., F.G.S., Regius Professor of Natural 
History in the University of Aberdeen. Sixth Edition, revised and enlarged. 
Crown Svo, pp. S65, with 454 Engravings on Wood, 14s. , „, . 

Text-Book of Zoology, for the Use of Schools. Fourth Edi- 
tion, enlarged. Crown Svo, with 188 Engravings on Wood, 7s. 6d. 

Introductory Text-Book of Zoology, for the Use of Junior 

Classes. Fifth Edition, revised and enlarged, with i«6 Engravings, 3s. 
Outlines of Natural History, for Beginners ; being Descrip- 
tions of a Progressive Series of Zoological Types. Third Edition, with 
Engravings, is. 6d. „ , tt " n. i ^ 

A Manual of Palaeontology, for the Use 01 Students. 

With a General Introduction on the Principles of Palaeontology. Second 
Edition. Revised and greatly enlarged. 2 vols. Svo, with 722 Engravings, 

f ^ The Ancient Life-History of the Earth. An Outline of 

the Principles and Leading Facts of Palseontological Science. Crown Svo, 
with 276 Engravings, los. 6d. . ti ■ j 

On the "Tabulate Corals" of the Palaeozoic Period, 

with Critical Descriptions of Illustrative Species. Illustrated with 15 
Lithograph Plates and numerous Engravings. Super-royal Svo, 21s. 
On the Structure and Affinities of the Genus Mon^ 



ticulipora and its Suh-Genera, with Critical Descriptions of Illustrative 
Species. Illustrated with numerous Engravings on wood and lithographed 
Plates. Super-royal Svo, iSs. 
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NICHOLSON. Synopsis of the Classification of the Animal King- 
dom. By Henry Alleyne Nicholson, M.D., D.Sc, F.L.8., F.G.S., Begins 
Professor 'of Natural History in the University of Aberdeen. 8vo, with io6 
Illustrations, 6s. 

NICHOLSON. Communion with Heaven, and other Sermons. 
By the late Maxwell Nicholson, D.D., Minister of St Stephen's, Edinburgh. 
Crown 8vo, 5s. 6d. 

Rest in Jesus. Sixth Edition. Fcap. 8vo, 43. 6d. 

OLIPHANT. MasoUam : a Problem of the Period. A Novel. 

By Laurence Oliphant. 3 vols, post 8vo, 25s. 6d. 

Altiora Peto. Eighth Edition, Illustrated. Crown 8vo, 6s. 

Piccadilly : A Fragment of Contemporary Biography. With 

Eight Illustrations by Bichard Doyle. Eighth Edition, 45. 6d. Cheap Edition, 
in paper cover, 2s. 6d. 

Traits and Travesties; Social andPolitical. PostSvo, ios.6d. 

The Land of Gilead. With Excursions in the Lebanon. 



With Illustrations and Maps. Demy 8vo, 21s. 

The Land of Khemi. Post 8vo, with Illustrations, los. 6d. 

Sympneumata : or, Evolutionary Functions now Active in 

Man._ Edited by Laurence Oliphaht. Post 8vo, los. 6d. 

Haifa: Life in Modem Palestine. 8vo. [in tie press. 

Fashionable Philosophy, and Other Sketches. In paper 

cover, IS. 

OLIPHANT. The Story of Valentine; and his Brother. By Mrs 

Oliphant. 58., cloth. 

Katie Stewart. 2s. 6d. 

A House Divided against Itself. 3 vols, post 8vo, 25s. 6d. 

OSBOEN. Narratives of Voyage and Adventure. By Admiral 

Sherabd Osboen, C.B. 3 vols, crown 8vo, 12a. 

OSSIAN. The Poems of Ossian in the Original Gaelic. With a 

Literal Translation into English, and a Dissertation on the Authenticity of the 
Poems. By the Rev. Archibald Clerk. 2 vols, imperial 8vo, £1^ iib. 6d, 

OSWALD. By Fell and Fjord ; or, Scenes and Studies in Iceland. 

By E. J. Oswald. Post 8vo, with Illustrations. 7s. 6d. 
OUE OWN POMPEII. A Romance of To-morrow. 2 vols, crown 

8vo, 17a. 

OUTRAM. Lyrics : Legal and Miscellaneous. By the late George 

OuTRAM, Esq., Advocate. New Edition, Revised. In i vol. small quarto, 
with Illustrations. [Immediatdy. 

PAGE. Introductory Text-Book of Geology. By David Page, 

LL.D., Professor of Geology in the Durham University of Physical Science, 
Newcastle. With Engravings on Wood and Glossarial Index. Twelfth 
Edition. [In tlie press. 

Advanced Text-Book of Geology, Descriptive and Indus- 
trial. With Engravings, and Glossary of Scientific Terms. Sixth Edition, re- 
vised and enlarged, 7s. 6d. 

Introductory Text -Book of Physical Geography. With 

Sketch-Maps and Illustrations. Edited by Charles Lapworth, P.G.S., &o.. 
Professor of Geology and Mineralogy in the Mason Science College, Birming- 
ham. 12th Edition. 2S. 6d. 

Advanced Text -Book of Physical Geography. Third 

Edition, Revised and Enlarged by Professor Lapworth. With Engravings. 
58. 

PATON. Spindrift. By Sir J. Noel Paton. Fcap., cloth, 53. 

Poems by a Painter. Fcap., cloth, js. 

PATTERSON. Essays in History and Art. By R. Hogarth 

Patterson. 8vo, 12s. 



WILLIAM BLACKWOOD AND SONS. 19 



PATTERSON. The New Golden Age, and Influence of the Pre- 
cious Metals upon the World. By E. Hooakth Pattersoji. 2 vols 8vo. 

31S. oa. ' 

PAUL. History of the Eoyal Company of Archers, the Queen's 

Body-Guard for Scotland. By James Baifode Paoi,, Advocate of the Scottish 
Bar. Crown 4to, with Portraits and other Illustrations £2 23 

FAUL. Analysis and Critical Interpretation of the Hebrew Text of 

the Book of Genesis. Preceded by a Hebrew Grammar, and Dissertations on 
the Genuineness of the Pentateuch, and on the Structure of the Hebrew Lan. 
guage. By the Rev. William Paul, A.M. 8vo, 18s. 

PEILE. Lawn Tennis as a Game of Skill. With latest revised 

Laws as played by the Best Clubs. By Captain S. C. F. Peile, B.S.O. Third 
Edition, fcap. cloth, is. 6d. 

PETTIGREW. The Handy Book of Bees, and their Profitable 

Management. By A. Pettiqrew. Fourth Edition, Enlarged, with Engrav- 
ings. Crown 8vo, 3s. 6d. 

PHILOSOPHICAL CLASSICS FOR ENGLISH READERS. 

Companion Series to Ancient and Foreign Classics for English Readers. 
Edited by William Khiqet, LL.D., Professor of Moral Philosophy, Uni- 
versity of St Andrews. In crown 8vo volumes, with portraits, price 3s. 6d. 

1. Desoaetes. By Professor Mahafl^, 

Dublin. 

2. Butlee. By the Rev. W. Lucas Col- 



lins, M.A. 

3. Bebkelet. By Professor A. Camp- 

bell Fraser, Edinburgh. 

4. FicHTE. By Professor Adamson, 

Manchester. 

5. Kant. By Professor Wallace, Ox- 

ford. 



6. Hamilton. By Professor Veitch, 
Glasgow. 

7. Hegel. By Professor Edward Caird 
Glasgow. 

8. Leibniz. By J. Theodore Merz. 

9. Vioo. By Professor Flint, Edin- 

burgh. 

10. HOBBES. By Professor Croom Robert- 

son, London. 

11. Hume. By the Editor. 



POLLOK. The Course of Time : A Poem. By Robert Pollok, 

A.M. Small fcap. 8vo, cloth gilt, 2s. 6d. The Cottage Edition, 32mo, sewed, 
8d. The Same, cloth, 'gilt edges, is. 6d. Another Edition, with Illustrations 
by Birket Foster and others, fcap., gilt cloth, 3s. 6d., or with edges gilt, 4s. 

PORT ROYAL LOGIC. Translated from the French : with Intro- 
duction, Notes, and Appendix. By Thomas Spencer Batnes, LL.D., Pro- 
fessor in the University of St Andrews. Eighth Edition, i2mo, 4s. 

POTTS AND DARNELL. Aditus Faciliores : An easy Latin Con- 
struing Book, with Complete Vocabulary. By A. W. Potts, M.A., LL.D., 
Head-Master of the Fettes College, Edinburgh, and sometime Fellow of St 
John's College, Cambridge; and the Rev. C. Daenell, M.A., Head-Master of 
Cargilfleld Preparatory School, Edinburgh, and late Scholar of Pembroke and 
Downing Colleges, Cambridge. Ninth Edition, fcap. 8vo, 3s. 6d. 

——^— Aditus Faciliores Graeci. An easy Greek Construing Book, 

with Complete Vocabulary. Fourth Edition, fcap. 8vo, 3s. 
PRINGLE. The Live-Stock of the Farm. By Robert O. Pringle. 

Third Edition. Revised and Edited by James Macdonald, Editor of the 
'Live-Stock Journal,' &c. Crown 8vo, 7s. 6d. 

PRINGLE. A Journey in East Africa. By Mrs Peingle of 

Whytbank, Tair. With a Map, 8vo, 5s. 

PUBLIC GENERAL STATUTES AFFECTING SCOTLAND, 

from 1707 to 1847, with Chronological Table and Index. 3 vols, large 8vo, £3, 3s. 

PUBLIC GENERAL STATUTES AFFECTING SCOTLAND, 

COLLECTION OF. Published Annually with General Index. 
RAMSAY. Rough Recollections of Military Service and Society. 

By Lieut.-Col. Baloahees D. Wardlaw Rahsav. Two vols, post 8vo, 21s. 
RAMSAY. Scotland and Scotsmen in the Eighteenth Century. From 

the MSS. of John Ramsay, Esq. of Ochtertyre. In two vols. Svo.' Wt Oi^ press, 

RANKINE. A Treatise on the Rights and Burdens incident to 

the Ownership of Lands and other Heritages in Scotland. By John Rankine 
M. A., Advocate. Second Edition, Revised and Enlarged. Svo, 453. 
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EECOBDS OP THE TEEOENTENARY FESTIVAL OF THE 

UNIVERSITY OP EDINBURGH. Celebrated in April 1884. Published 
under the Sanction of the Senatns Academicus. Large 4to, £-2, 12s. 6d. 

RICE. Reminiscences of Abraham Lincoln. By Distinguished 
Men of his Time. Collected and Edited by Allen Thoendike Rice, Editor 
of the 'North American Review.' Large Svo, with Portraits, 21B. 

RIMMER. The Early Homes of Prince Albert. By Alpred 
BiHMEB, Author ol ' Our Old Country Towns,' &c. Beautifully Illustrated 
with Tinted Plates and numerous Engravings on Wood. Svo, los. 6d. 

ROBERTSON. Orellana, and other Poems. By J. Logie Robekt- 

SOK, M.A. Poap. Svo. Printed on hand-Aiade paper. 63. 

The White Angel of the Polly Ann, and other Stories. A 

Book of Pables and Pancles. Pcap. Svo, 3a. 6d. 

Our Holiday Among the Hills. By James and Janet 



Logie Robektsoh. Poap. Svo, 3s. 6d. 

ROSCOE. Rambles with a Fishing-rod. By E. S. Roscob. Crown 

8vo, 4s. 6d. 

ROSS. Old Scottish Regimental Colours. By Andrew Ross, 

S.S.C., Hon. Secretary Old Scottish Regimental Colours Committee. Dedi- 
cated by Special Permission to Her Majesty the Queen. Polio, handsomely 
bound in cloth, £z, 12s, 6d. , 

RUSSELL. The Haigs of Bemersyde. A Family History. By 

John Russell. Large Svo, with Illustrations. 21s, 
RUSTOW. The War for the Rhine Frontier, 1870 : Its Political 

and Military History. By Col. W. Bustow. Translated from the German, 

by JoHH Latland Needham, Lieutenant E.M. Artillery. 3 vols. Svo, with 

Maps and Plans, £t, iis. 6d. 

SCOTCH LOCH FISHING. By "Black Palmer." Crown Svo, 

interleaved with blank pages, 4s. 
SCOTTISH METAPHYSICS. Reconstructed in accordance with 
the Principles of Physical Science. By the Writer of ' Free Notes on Herbert 
Spencer's First Principles.' Grown Svo, ss. 

SELLER AND STEPHENS. Physiology at the Farm ; in Aid of 

Rearing and Feeding the Live Stock. By William Sellee, M.D., F.B.S.E., 
Pellow of the Royal College of Physicians, Edinburgh, formerly Lecturer on 
Materia Medica and Dietetics ; and Henry Stephens, F.R.S.E., Author of ' The 
Book of the Farm,' &c. Post Svo, with Engravings, i6s. 

SETH. Scottish Philosophy. A Comparison of the Scottish and 
German Answers to Hume. Balfour Philosophical Lectures, University of 
Edinburgh. By Andrew Seth, M.A., Professor of Logic and Philosophy in 
the University College of South Wales and Monmouthshire. Crown Svo, 5s. 

SETON. A Budget of Anecdotes. Chieily relating to the Current 
Century. Collected and Ari'anged by Geokge Seton, Advocate, M.A. Oxon. 
Crown Svo, 3s. 6d. 

SHADWELL. The Life of Colin Campbell, Lord Clyde. lUus- 

trated by Extracts from his Diary and Correspondence. By Lieutenant- 
General Shadwell, C.B. 2 vols. Svo. With Portrait, Maps, and Plans. 363. 

SHAND. Fortune's Wheel. By Alex. Innes Shand, Author of 

' Against Time,' &c. 3 vols, post Svo, 253. 6d. 
Letters from the West of Ireland. Reprinted from the 

' Times.' Crown Svo, ss. 
SHARPE. The Correspondence of Charles Kirkpatrick Sharpe. 

With a Memoir. In two vols. Svo. Illustrated with Etchings and oflicr 

Engravings. llnthefinsi. 

SIM. Margaret Sim's Cookery. With an Introduction by L. B. 
Walford, Author of * Mr Smith : A Part of His Life,' &c. Crown Svo, 55. 

SIMPSON. Dogs of other Days : Nelson and Puck. By EvE 

Blantyhe Simpson. Poap. Svo, with Illustrations, 28. fid. 
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SMITH. Italian Irrigation : A Report on the Agricultural Canals 
of Piedmont and Lombaidy, addressed to the Hon. the Directors of the Bast 
India Company ; with an Appendix, containing a Sketch of the Irrigation Sys- 
tem of Northern and Central India. By Lieut-CoL R. Baied Smith, F.G.S., 
Bengal Engineers. Second Edition. 2 vols. 8vo, with Atlas, 30s. 

SMITH. Thorndale ; or, The Conflict of Opinions. By William 

Smith, Author of 'A Discourse on Ethics,' &c. A New Edition. Crown 
8vo, los. 6d. 

Gravenhurst ; or, Thoughts on Good and Evil. Second 
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Edition, with Memoir of the Author. Crown 8vo, ob. 

SMITH. Greek Testament Lessons for Colleges, Schools, and 

Private Students, oonisisting chiefly of the Sermon on the Mount and the 
Parables of our Lord. With Notes and Essays. By the Rev. J. Hotter 
Smith, M.A., Kine; Edward's School, Birmingham. Crown 8vo, 6s. 

SMITH. Writings by the Way. By John Campbell Smith, 

M. A., Sheriff-Substitute. Crown 8vo, gs. 

SMITH. The Secretary for Scotland. Being a Statement of the 

Powers and Duties of the new Scottish Office. With a Short Historical 
Introduction and numerous references to important Administrative Docu- 
ments. By W. C. Smith, LL.B., Advocate. 8vo, 6s. 

SOLTEEA. A Lady's Eide Across Spanish Honduras. By Maria 

SOLTEEA. With Illustrations. Post 8vo, 12s. 6d. 

SOELEY. The Ethics of Naturalism. Being the Shaw Fellowship 

Lectures, 1884. By W. K. Sorley, M.A„ Fellow of Trinity College, Camtadge, 
and Examiner in Philosophy in the University of Edinburgh. Crown 8vo, 5S. 
- SPEEDY. Sport in the Highlands and Lowlands of Scotland with 
Bod and Gun. By Tom Speedv. Second Edition, Revised and Enlarged 
With Illustrations by Lieut.-General Hope Crealocke, C.B., O.M.U., ana 
others. 8vo, iss. j. o ii .:■ 

SPROTT. The Worship and Offices of the Church of Scotland ; 

or, the Celebration of Public Worship, the Administration of the Sa™ients, 
and other Divine Offices, according to the Order of the Church of Scotland. 
By Geoege W. Speott, D.D., Minister of North Berwick. Crown 8vo, 6s. ^ 

STARFORTH. Villa Residences and Farm Architecture : A Series 

of Designs. By Johs Starfoeth, Architect. 102 Engravings. Second Mi- 
tion, medium 4to, £2, 17s. 6d. . 

STATISTICAL ACCOUNT OF SCOTLAND. Complete, with 

Each ?o^ysKia^i;,'^th Title, Index a.d Map, -atly bomid m cj.th 
forming a very valuable Manual to the Landowner, the Tenant, the Manuiac- 
turer, the Naturalist, the Tourist, &o. 

STEPHENS. The Book of the Farm ; detailing the Labours ot the 

Farmer, Farm-Steward, Ploughman, Shepherd, Hedger, |'^™-^?;^X?^'.™?th 
Worker, and Cattleman. By Henet Stephens, F.K.8Ji.IUustoated with 
Portraits of inimals painted from the life ; and with 557 ^"'f^^^^^if treated 
representing the principal Field Operations, Implements, and Animals treated 
of in the Work. A New and Revised Edition, the thurd, m great part: Re- 
written. 2 vols, large 8vo, £2, los. ... i. j 

The Book of Farm Buildmgs ; their Arrangement and 

rnn^trnction Bv Henkv Stephens, F.B.S.B. , Author of ' The Book of the 
Fam-' ^d'RolEET 800TT Buen.' Illustrated with 104s Hates and En- 
grOTings. Large 8vo, uniform with ■ The Book of the Farm,' &c. ^i, iis. 6d. 

The Book of Farm Implements and Machines. By J. 

SLiGHTandR-SooTTBuKN, Engineers. Edited by Hehbt Stephens. Large 
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STEWART. Advice to Purchasers of Horses. By John Stewart, 

V.S., Author of 'Stable Economy.' 2s. 6d. 

Stable Economy. A Treatise on the Management of 

Horaes iu relation to Stabling, Grooming, Feeding, Watering, and Working. 
By John Btewabt, V.S. Seventh Edition, fcap. 8vo, 6a. 6d. 

STORMONTH. Etymological and Pronouncing Dictionary of the 

English Language. Including a very Copious Selection of Scientific Terms. 
Tor Use in Schools and Colleges, and as a Book of General Reference. By the 
Rev. James Stormonth. The Pronunciation carefully Revised by the Rev. 
P. H. Phelp, M.A. Cantab, Ninth Edition, Revised throughout. Crown 
8vo, pp. 800. 78. 6d. 

^— — Dictionary of the English Language, Pronouncing, 

Etymological, and Explanatory. Reviaed by the Rev. P. H. Phelp. Library 
Edition. Imperial 8vo, handaomely bound in half morocco, 31s. 6d. 



The School Etymological Dictionary and Word-Book. 

Combining the advantages of an ordinary pronouncing School Dictionary 
and an Etiological Spelling-book. Fcap. 8vo, pp. 254. 2s. 

STORY. Nero ; A Historical Play. By "W. W. Stort, Author of 

' Roba di Roma.' Fcap. Svo, 6a. 

Vallombrosa. Post Svo, 5s. 

He and She ; or, A Poet's Portfolio. Fcap. Svo, in parch- 
ment, 3s. 6d. 

Poems. 2 vols., fcap., 7s. 6d. 

Fiammetta. A Summer Idyl. Crown Svo, 7s. 6d. 



STRICKLAND. Life of Agnes Strickland. By her Sister. In 

I vol. post Svo, with Portrait. [.In the press. 

STURGIS. John - a - Dreams. A Tale. By Julian Stukgis. 

New Edition, crown Svo, 3s. 6d. 

Little Comedies, Old and New. Crown Svo, 7s. 6d. 

SUTHERLAND. Handbook of Hardy Herbaceous and Alpine 

Flowers, for general Garden Decoration. Containing Descriptions, in Plain 
Language, of upwards of 1000 Species of Ornamental Hardy Perennial and 
Alpine Plants, adapted to all classes of Flower-Gardens, Rockwork, and 
Waters ; along with Concise and Plain Instructions for their Propagation and 
Culture. By William Sutheeland, Gardener to the Earl of Minto ; formerly 
Manager of the Herbaceous Department at Kew. Crown Svo, 7s. 6d. 

TAYLOR. The Story of My Life. By the late Colonel Meadows 

Tatlob, Author of 'The Confessions of a Thug,' &o. &c. Edited by his 
Daughter. New and cheaper Edition, being the Fourth. Crown Svo. 6s. 

TEMPLE. Lancelot Ward, M.P. A Love-Story. By George 

Temple. Crown Svo. 7s. 6d. 
THOLUCK. Hours of Christian Devotion. Translated from the 
German of A. Tholuck, D. D. , Professor of Theology in the University of Halle. 
By the Rev. Roeeet Mehzies, D. D. With a Preface written for this Transla- 
tion by the Author. Second Edition, crown Svo, 7a. 6d. 

THOMSON. Handy Book of the Flower-Garden : being Practical 

Directions for the Propagation, Culture, and Arrangement of Plants in Flower- 
Gardena all the year round. Embracing all classes of Gardens, from the largest 
to the smallest. With Engraved and Coloured Plans, illustrative of the various 
systems of Grouping in Beds and Borders. By David Thomson, Gardener to 
his Grace the Duke of Bucoleuch, K. G. , at Drumlanrig. Third Edition, crown 
SvOj7S. 6d. 

The Handy Book of Fruit-Culture under Glass : being 

a series of Elaborate Practical Treatises on the Cultivation and Forcing of Pines, 
Vines, Peaches, Figs, Melons, Strawberries, and Cucumbers. With Engravings 
of Hothouses, &o., most suitable for the Cultivation and Forcing of these 
Fruits. Second Edition, Crown Svo, with Engravinga, 7s. 6d. 
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THOMSON. A Practical Treatise on the Cultivation of the Grape- 
Vine. By William Thomson, Tweed Vineyards. Tenth Edition, 8vo, ss. 

THOMSON. Cookery for the Sick and Convalescent. With 

Directions for tlie Preparation of Poultices, Fomentations, &c. By Bahbaba 
Thomson. Foap. 8vo, is. 6d. 

TOM CRINGLE'S LOG. A New Edition, with lUustrations. 

Crown 8vo, clotli gilt, ss. Cheap Edition, as. 

TRANSACTIONS OF THE HIGHLAND AND AGRICUL- 
TURAL SOCIETY OF SCOTLAND. Published annually, price 53. 

TULLOCH. Rational Theology and Christian Philosophy in Eng- 
land in the Seventeenth Century. By John Tullooh, D.D., Principal of St 
Mary's College in the University of St Andrews ; and one of her Majesty's 
Chaplains iu Ordinary in Scotland. Second Edition. 2 vols. 8vo, i6s. 

Modern Theories in Philosophy and Religion. 8vo, 15 s. 

Theism. The Witness of Reason and Nature to an All- 
Wise and Beneficent Creator. Bvo, los. 6d. 

Luther, and other Leaders of the Reformation. Third 



Edition, enlarged. Crown 8vo, 3s. 6d. 

TWO STORIES OF THE SEEN AND THE UNSEEN. 'The 

Open Door,' ' Old Lady Mary.' Crown 8vo, cloth, 2S. 6d. 

VEITCH. Institutes of Logic. By John Vbitoh, LL.D., Pro- 
fessor of Logic and Ehetoric in the University of Glasgow. Post 8vo, 12s. 6d. 

The Feeling for Nature in Scottish Poetry. From the 

Earliest Times to the Present Day. In 2 vols., fcap. 8vo. 

VIRGIL. The uEneid of Vir^. Translated in English Blank 

Verse by G. K. Riokards, M.A., and Lord Ravenswobth. 2 vols. fcap. Svo, 

lOS. 

WALFORD. The Novels of L. B. Walfoed. New and Uniform 

Edition. Crown Svo, each 5s. 
Mr Smith : A Part or his Life. I Troublesome Daughters. 
Cousins. Dick Netherby. 

Pauline. I The Baby's Grandmother. 

History of a Week. 

Nan, and other Stories. 2 vols, crown Svo, 12s. 

WARDEN. Poems. By Francis Hexwood Warden. With a 

Notice by Dr Vanroth. Crown Svo, 5s. 

WARREN'S (SAMUEL) WORKS. People's Edition, 4 vols, crown 

8V0, cloth, 133. 6d. Or separately :— , , , , 

Diary of a Late Physician. Cloth, 2s. 6d. ; boards, 2s. 

Ten "Thousand A- Year. Cloth, 33. 6d. ; boards, 2S. 6d. 

Now and Then. The Lily and the Bee. Intellectual and Moral 

Development of the Present Age. 4s. 6d. 

Essays : Critical, Imaginative, and Juridical, ss. 
WARREN. The Five Books of the Psalms. With Marginal 

Notes Bv Rev Samuel L. Warren, Rector of Bsher, Surrey ; late FeUow, 
Dean,'and Divinity Lecturer, Wadham College, Oxford. Crown Svo, 63. 
WATSON' Christ's Authority ; and other Sermons. By the late 
Archibald Watson, D.D., Minister of the Parish of Dundee, and one of 
Her Mesty's Chaplains for Scotland. With Introduction hy the Very 
Rev. Principal Cairo, Glasgow. Crown Bvo, 7s. 6d. 

WEBSTER. The Angler and the Loop-Rod. By David Webster. 

Crown 8V0, with lUustrations, 7S. 6d. , „ ,. j-ti-,-, 

WFT.TJNOTON WeUington Prize Essays on "the System ot it leld 
Manoeuvres best adapted for enahUng our Troops to meet a ContiMntal Amy." 
Sed by Lieut-General Sir Edward Bruce Hamley. K.C.B. Svo, 12s. 6d. 
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WESTMINSTER ASSEMBLY. Minutes of the Westminster As- 
sembly, while engaged in preparing their Directory for Church Government, 
Confession of Faith, and Catechisms (Novemher 1644 to March 1649). Edited 
by the Rev. Professor Alex. T. Mitchell, of Bt Andrews, and the Bev. John 
Strtithebs, LL.D. With a Historical and Critical Introduction by Professor 
Mitchell. 8vo, iss. 

WHITE. The Eighteen Christian Centuries. By the Eev. James 

White. Seventh Edition, post 8vo, with Index, 6s. 

History of France, from the Earliest Times. Sixth Thou- 
sand, post 8vo, with Index, 6s. 

WHITE. Archseological Sketches in Scotland — Kintyre and Knap- 

dale. By Colonel T. P. White, R.E., of the Ordnance Survey. With numer- 
ous Illustrations. 2 vols, folio, £4, 4s. Vol. I,, Kintyre, sold separately, 

£1, 2S. 

The Ordnance Survey of the United Kingdom. A Popular 

Account. Crown 8vo, 5s. 

WILLS AND GREENE. Drawing-room Dramas for Children. By 

W. G. Wills and the Hon. Mrs Greeke. Crown 8vo, 6s. 

WILSON. Works of Professor Wilson. Edited by his Son-in-Law 

Professor Ferrier. 12 vols, crown 8vo, £2, 8s. 

Christopher in his Sporting- Jacket. 2 vols., 8s. 

Isle of Palms, City of the Plague, and other Poems. 4s. 

Lights and Shadows of Scottish Life, and other Tales. 4s. 

Essays, Critical and Imaginative. 4 vols., i6s. 

■ The Noctes Ambrosianse. 4 vols., i6s. 

The Comedy of the Noctes AJmbrosianse. By Christopher 

North, Edited by John Skelton, Advocate. With a Portrait of Professor 
Wilson and of the Btitrick Shepherd, engraved on Steel. Crown 8vo, js. 6d. 

Homer and his Translators, and the Greek Drama. Crown 



8V0, 4s. 

WILSON. From Korti to Khartum : A Journal of the Desert 

March from Korti to Gubat, and of the Ascent of the Nile in General Gordon's 
Steamers. By Colonel Sir Charles W. Wilsoh, K.C.B., K.C.M.G., R.B. 
Seventh Edition. Crown 8vo, 2s. 6d. 

WINGATE. Annie Weir, and other Poems. By David Wingaie. 

Foap. 8vo, 5s. 

LUy Neil. A Poem. Crown 8vo, 4s. 6d. 

WORDSWORTH. The Historical Plays of Shakspeare. With 

Introductions and Notes. By Charles Wordsworth, D.G.L., Bishop of S. 

Andrews. 3 vols, post 8vo, each price ys. 6d. 

WORSLEY. Poems and Translations. By Philip Stanhope 

WoBSLET, M.A. Edited by Edward Worslet. Second Edition, enlarged. 
Fcap. 8vo, 6s. 
YATE. England and Russia Face to Face in Asia. A Record of 
Travel with the Afghan Boundary Commission. By Lieutenant A. C. Yate, 
Bombay Staff Corps, Special Correspondent of the ' Pioneer," ' Daily Tele- 
graph,' &c., &c., with the Afghan Boundary Commission. 8vo, with Maps 
and Illustrations, 21s. 

YOUNG. Songs of Bfeanger done into English Verse. By William 

YouNQ. New Edition, revised. Fcap. 8vo, 4s. 6d. 
YULE. Fortification: for the Use of Officers in the Army, and 

Readers of Military History. By Col. Yule, Bengal Engineers. Svo, with 

numerous Illustrations, 10s. 6d. 
ZIT AND XOE : Their Early Experiences. Reprinted from 

' Blackwood's Magazine.' Crown Svo, paper cover, is, 

2/87. 
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